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rity of Worſhip ; but many Teachers of 
the ſame Party are quarreling amongſt 
themſelves, and with more than ordinary 
Heat , bandying one Article of Religion 
or other, to the daily Increaſe of the Divi- 
| ſions and Confuſions of the whole Church. 


Such Contention is a plain Indication of 
the Want of Truth amongſt us; or it any 
Party or ſingle Perſons hold any Principles 
that are better than others, their Argu- 
ments and Authorities by which they 
would. enforce, them, are not of ſufficient 
Weight to convince their Adverſaries; ſo 
that notwithſtanding the Opinion every 
one may have of the Clearneſs of his own 
Reaſonings, the Confuſions and Diſtracti- 
ons of the Church continue ; and Truth 


and Orthodoxy may be ſaid to be Stran- 


gers in it. 1 | 
Neither is the Want of -Truth the only 
Unhappineſs of the Church at this Day, 


but the Loſs of Charity alſo. We are di- 


ſtant in our Affections, as well as divided 


in our Opinions; and hate one another 
upon the Score of our different Principles. 
This is ſo far true, that many Parties 
amongſt us, if they were not reſtrained by 
the Civil Authority, would be perſecuting 
each other, thereby effectually to ſuppreſs 


thoſe, whom by their Arguments they 
cant:perfuade and convince. 
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Such a miſerable State of the Church 
can't be contemplated on by good Chri- 
ſtians without abundance of Concern and 
Trouble; and I don't doubt, but as Truth 
and Peace are earneſtly deſired by ſuch 
Perſons, ſo many would be glad, tho' 
with the Hazard of their Lives, to contri- 
bute to the Advancement of them: For 
ſuch a Work, if effected, would redound 
ſo much to their Honour and Glory, that 
maugre all Diſcouragements from the Ter- 
rors and Defamations of the World, they 
would, if poſſible, go through with it. 
It is my Lot, Sirs, as it happens by the 
Providence of God, to attempt ſo great a 
Work; and I aſſure you it is not a Thirſt 
of Glory, much leſs a Love of Martyr- 
dom, that prompts me on to it. T had 
much rather any other, if it had ſo pleaſed 
God, had been call'd to it. If it had been 
conſiſtent with God's Wiſdom to have ta- 
ken ſome popular Doctor amongſt you ts 
this Work, many perhaps would have re- 
liſhed it much better ; his Fame would have 
given Credit to his Undertaking, as it is 
uſual with Men to admire Theological 
Treatiſes for their Authors Sake. But the 
Wiſdom of God in this Caſe is not like the 
Wiſdom of Men. He makes uſe of Per- 
ſons that are deſpiſed, 8 the Wiſe, 
and bring to * the Underſtanding of 
N 2 : 
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the Prudent. As he made choice of the 
Apoſtles, Men of ordinary Abilities for 
the firſt Propagation of the Goſpel, to the 
Shame of the learned Philoſophers of their 
Time; ſo it is his Pleaſure in theſe latter 
Times of the Apoſtacy, to uſe no leſs de- 
ſpicable Inſtruments for the Reſtoration of 
= A to Evangelical and Divine 

ag... +. | 

I need not tell the World, Sirs, what a 
mean and contemptible Perſon you have 


made me, beyond Meaſure, to the Pre- 


judice of any Thing IT can publiſh : But 
however, I am comforted in this, that I 
am a no leſs fit Inſtrument in the Hand of 
God, for the Promulgation again of that 
Goſpel, which for mam Ages and Gene- 
rations bas been bid; and I am perſuaded, 
that,: notwithſtanding the Prejudices you 
have raiſed againſt my Perſon, and the 
Oppoſition you can make to my Writings, 


I may be a Guide to your miſerably be- 


wilder d and Babyloniſh Church, out of 
Errror and Confuſion to a State of Unity, 


Truth and Viſion. 


As often as I thought on this ea 
which at Times I believed God would 

me to, very melancholy Thoughts aroſe in 
my Mind; and I have prayed that God 
would paſs me by, and take another to it : 


Nay, to the utmoſt of my Power, I have 


ſtudy d 


SY - + 
ſtudy'd how to avoid the doing of it: But 
God's Will is irreſiſtible, and therefore 1 
humbly ſubmit to him, and by his Grace and 
Aſſiſtance will perform all that he ſhall ena- 
ble me to do in the Work that is beforeme. 

Some perhaps may think that it's Pro- 
vocation from the Clergy, and more' a 
Thirſt of Revenge than Love of Truth, 
that I now engage in this Undertaking; 
but I can aſſure them of the contrary:: 
For as I have had my Education in a 
College, to which I am now obliged for 
my Maintenance and Support; ſo I have 
always had, a Love for the Clergy above 
any Order of Men whatſoever ; and no 
one can imagine, that at Cambridge I 
purpoſely purſued thoſe Studies that would 
be ungrateful to them, and bring their 
Indignation on my ſelf; ſo far from it, 
that ſome X ears ſince, upon the Publica- 
tion of my Firſt Book, when 1 was fol- 
lowed with many Reproaches and Defa- 
mations, I was willing to ſubmit to the 
Load of them ; and, it it had been God's 
Will to have made my Exit out of this 
World, under the Shame of them: But it 
hath happen'd otherwiſe, and that through 
more and more evil Report, Tam conducted 
by the Providence of God to this City, where 
now, though I fall a Sacrifice to the Rage 
and Indignation of my old Friends the 
Clergy, I will do the Work that is upon 


my 
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my Hands; and don't doubt, though 1 


live and die without Honour, but to make 


a plain Way to the true Knowledge of 
God, the Peace of his Church, and Re- 
conciling of all Chriſtians. 

To this End, without more Preamble, 
give me Leave, Sire, to interpoſe in your 
Diſputes and Controverſies, and to ſtart a 
new Queſtion in Theology; which, if T 
am able to maintain it againſt you all, will 
effectually filence and put an end to your 
Quarrels and Contentions, and turn your 
Heads and Enquiries another and better 
Way, to the Contemplation of God and 
divine Truth. 


The Queſtion I propoſe is this, 


Whether the Hireling-Prieſls of this 


Kingdom, who are all Miniſters of the 
Letter of the Law and the Prophets, be 
not Worſbippers of the Apocalyptical Beaſt, 
and Miniſters of Antichriſt ? 

Poſſibly ſome of you may not readily 
take the Meaning of this Queſtion ; there- 
fore in Condeſcenſion to their Capacites, 
I will more clearly repreſent my Intention 
under other Queſtions ; as, 
Whether the true Miniſtry of the Goſpel 
and ee New Teftament, conſiſts not in 
the Miniſtry of the Spirit of the Law of 
Moſes, and of the Old Teflament ? Or, 

6 a Whether 
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Prophets, to ſhew that the Law is Spiri- 


Ea 
Whether the Miniſtry of the Letter, or 
literal Interpretations of the Law and the 
Prophets, Ab as are all your Sermons and 
Comimentaries, be not the greateſt of all 
+ (lh and the Cauſe of Infidelity « Or, 
laſtly, 

Whether the greateſt Doctors and moſt 
famous Preachers of the Age, are not as 
ignorant of the Goſpel of Chriſt, as the 
moſi illiterate of their Congregations that 
they preach to? | 

Theſe Queſtions are four in Number, 
but come to the ſame Senſe; and the 
Clergy may take their choice of them, 


and oppoſe me on that they like beſt. I 


can as eaſily and certainly defend the one 
as the other ; and the Method I ſhall take 


for the Defence of the one, will equally 


ſerve for all of them. 
I hold the Affirmative of all theſe 


Queſtions; which if I am able to maintain, 


you cant but be aware that the Conſe- 
quence is, not only Ruin to your Anti- 
chriſtian Trade and Miniſtry, but a De- 
termination of all your Controverſies and 
Unity among all Chriſtians. | 

The Method, Sirs, that J ſhall take for 
the Maintenance of the Affirmative of 
theſe Queſtions. is this; to wit, to allego- 
rize. and tropologize the Law. and the 


tual, 
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tal, and that the Writings of Moſes and 
the Prophets conſiſt , according to the 
Apoſtles and ancient Fathers, of Anigmas 
and Parables, that are typical and pro- 
phetical of Chriſt and his Church; which 
if I effectually perform, I ſhall conſe- 
quently plainly prove you to be Worſbip- 
pers of the Beaſt, and Miniſters of An- 
richriſt. You may not perhaps at firſt 
diſcern the Conſequence, but I will ſoon 
open the Eyes of your Underſtanding to 
behold it, and ſet before you the Beaſt 
that you have made and worſhippd, to the 
wonder of all Men, as clearly as the Sun 
at Noon-day. Hus 
I have already begun this Work ſome 
Years ſince, in a Book which I publiſhed 
under the Title of the Old Apology for the 
Truth of Chriſtianity revived: A Book that 
is founded on the ſublimeſt Principles of 
Reaſon, and ſupported by Hiſtory and 
abundant Authorities of the Fathers. Ii; 
that Book you have at leaſt ſeven Chapters 

of Exodus, ſpiritualiz'd and allegoriz'd, and 
applyd to the three firſt Ages of the 
Church: In that Book you have the 
Hiſtory of Chriſts Redemption of his 
Church from Pagan Idolatry and Perſe- 
cution, ſuited to the Deliverance of the 
Iſraelites out of Ep ypt: In that Book you 
have all the Signs, Wonders, - and Judg- 


ob 


fa} 


ments that God wrought upon Pharoab 
and the Ep yptians, exemplificd upon the 
perſecuting Emperors of Rome, and the 
Gentiles, according to the plaineſt Hiſtory, 
and the Teſtimony of the Fathers: In 
that Book, laſtly, you may behold the 
Overthrow of Maxentius, one of the laſt 
perſecuting Emperors, agreeable to the 
Type of the drowning of Pharoah in the 
Red Sea; as Euſebius has accurately rela- 
ted it. 1 4 
I appear now again in the World, Sire, 
not only in Deſence of that Book, and the 
Doctrine contained in it, but to give you 
2 Continuation of the Hiſtory of Chriſt's 
Church, according to the prophetical 
Types of it, to this Day. It any of you 
ſhould ask where I have been ſince; the 
Publication of that Book, and why I have 
not proceeded in the Deſign of it before 
now ; I have this Anſwer to make, That 
T am come time enough tor the Proſecution 
of that Undertaking, and ſooner perhaps 
than many of you could have wiſhed for 
me. 2 : WF 
I I ſhall not in this Pamphlet continue the 
Hiſtory | of the Church by prophetical 
Types; for J intend it only as a Challenge 
to you all to publiſh your Objections 
againſt that Book, againſt the Hiſtory, 
Authorities and Doctrines contain d in it"; 
N | C | with 


10 
which if T am able to maintain, you ſhall 
withal behold, by opend Viſions and 
Parables, the Hiſtory of the Church to 
this Day ariſing out of it. Some of you, 
T am ſenſible, have in a vile and unchriſtian 
Manner, defamed that Book and its Au- 
thor; I now challenge you to publiſh the 
worſt you can ſay againſt both. Your 
Objections and Animadverſions upon that 
and my ſelf, may poſlibly ſharpen my Pen, 
and give me an Occaſion not only to 
brighten and illuſtrate the Jewels and 
Pearls of Wiſdom, as the Fathers call them, 
contain d in it, but alſo to open a way, 
that you may not be aware of, for the 
Continuation of the Hiſtory of the Church, 
according to Prophecy to this Day. 

If none of you ſhall think fit to write 


againſt me, as it is impoſſible for you to 


do it with any Reaſon or Learning, or 
without the Aſſiſtance of Celſus and Por- 
phiry, the great Enemies to Chriſtianity ; 
then I will take another Courſe for the 
Proſecution of my Undertaking againſt 
you ; and in the mean Time ſhall make 
you a Preſent of ſome Teſtimonies out of 
the Fathers to the Purpoſe in Hand, which 
J deſire you to conſider and chew upon. 
As, 

Firſt, Origen (in Matt. cap. 23.) ſays, 
Qui Legem exponunt ſecundum * 
44 1410 unt 
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funt oinnes Vaniloqui; that is, All thoſe 
who literally expound the Law of Moſes; 
are Preachers of Vanity and Lies. In this 
Teſtimony, Sirs, you may behold your 
Face as in a Glaſs, and what Vanity-Mon- 

gers you are. n 
Again, ſays Origen, (in Mat. cap 13.) 
At — maxime competit in Idiot as, qui 
non norunt Tropologiat et Anagogas Scrip- 
turarum, ſed ſimplici credunt Literæ, eam- 
que defendunt ; that is, They eſpecially are 
Idiots or Blockheads, who underſtand not 
the Tropology and Anagogy of the Scrip- 
tures, but adhere only to the literal Sznſe, 
and write in Defence of it. Perhaps, Sirs, 
you who are Selt-conceited, may think 
your ſelves learned and great Scholars, 
notwithſtanding this Teſtimony of Origen 
againſt you ; but if your literal Tnterpre- 
tations of the Scriptures are irrational and 
nonſenſical; and if the only way, in the 
Opinion of all Antiquity, to attain unto 
divine Knowledge, be by ſpiritual and alle- 
gorical Expoſitions of the Law ; then it 
will be impoſſible to acquit your ſelves 
from this Charge and Accuſation of Origen 
againſt you. | ; 
Again, fays he, (in Mat. cap. 23.) 
ut criminantur Expoſitionem allegoricam 
el docere volunt Scripturam mbil amplius 
babere quam Textus oftendit tulerumnt 
S 4 Clabem 
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Clavem Scientiæ; that is, They, who are 
againſt the 1 Interpretation of the 


Law, and teach ns other than the literal 
Senſe of it, take away the Key of Know- 
ledge. Your Controverſies and Diſputes, 
Sirs, about Religion, are a Demonſtration 
that you have loſt the Key of Mnowledge, 
which I have found and retrieved for you ; 
that golden Key of the Sanctuary, which 
will unlock the Myſteries of the Law, and 
open the + Bettomleſs Pit of the Letter; 
where, if you are diſpoſed for the Sight, 
T'll ſhew you the Gods that are worſhipp'd 
by you. 
Again, ſays he, (in Mat. cap. 23. 
Literam Legis ſequentes in Infidelitatem 
vanas Superſtitiones incurrunt ; that is, 
They who follow and adbere to the Jetter 
of the Law, run of neceſſity into Infidelity, 
Hereſies, and vain Superſtitions. This, 
| Sirs, is unqueſtionably an Age of many 
Errors and great Infidelity, as you your 
ſelves often complain. With the Abun- 
dance, of your Preachings and Writings, 
the World hath hitherco degenerated ; 
which is enough to make us believe the 
Truth of Origens Aſſertion, and that 
your Miniſtry of the Letter has been the 
Cauſe of it. | SETS aa 
Again, Origen ſays, (in Levir. Cap. 7.) 
 Pontifex eft, qui ſcientiam Legis. tener & 


uniuſ- 
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uniuſcujuſque Myſterii intelligit Rationes, 
| by —— . er Spiritum . ſe- 
3 Literam novit. And again, (in 
Num, Cap. 2 T.) Vere Reges & vere Prin- 
cipes habendi ſunt, qui poſſunt auferre Ter- 
ram de Puteo, hoc eſt amovere Superſiciem 
Litere & de interiore Petra, ubi Chriftus 
eſt Spirituales Senſus velut Aquam vivam 
proferre ; that is, They are Kings and Prin- 
ces and Prieſts unto God, who underſt and 
the Wiſdom of the Law, and the ſpiritual 
Myſteries contained in it, and who, by re- 
moving the Earth of the Letter from the 
Well and Fountain of the Waters of Life, 
can draw forth living Waters from Chriſt 
who is the Rock of it. Theſe Teſtimonies 
I preſent to Dr. Hare, Dean of Vorceſter, 
by which he may know, who are the 5yuuÞo, 
the Rulers and Governors of the Church, 
that he has made ſuch a Sputter about in 
his laſt Pamphlet, without telling us whom 
he means by them. He argues mightily 
for the Authority of the Governors of the 
Church to interpret Scripture, and impoſe 
Articles of Religion on the People, but 
does not let us know who they are. For 
my Part, I know of no other Rulers and 
Governors of the Church of England, than 
the Aing and Parliament, who as they 
can't make an Oath that the Clergy will 
not take, ſo neither can they ordain any 
DE Articles 
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Articles of Religion, or publiſh any 
Commentaries on the Scriptures, which 
they will not, in all Probability, ſub- 
ſcribe to; and for the ſake of Preferment * 
write in defence of. As for the Eccleſi- © 
aſtical Governors of the Church, there's 
no Body pays any regard to their Doctrines 
and Expoſitions, if he don't like them ; no, 
not Dean Hare himſelf, or he would have 
freated with more Reſpect the Expoſitions 
of B. Hoadly, who is one of the Right © 
Reverend Fathers of it. But the Rulers 3 
and Governors of the Primitive and true 
Church of Chriſt, as you may ſee above, 
are the Allegorical Interpreters of the Law, 
of which Number neither Dean Hare, 
nor Biſhop Hecaaly is to be as yet ree- 
Again, Origen ſays, (in Exod. Cap. 4.) 
Er % ergo niſi aſcenderis ad Montem De, 
& ibi occurreris Moſt ; id eſt, niſi excelſum 
Legis aſcenderis ſenſum, niſi ad Spiritualis 
Intelligentiæ Cacumen evaſeris, non eſt Os 
tuum apertum a Domino. Si in humili Loco 
Litere ſteteris & Hiſtoriæ Textum judaicis 
Narrationibus innedas, non occurriſti Moſi 
in Montem Dei, nec Os tuum aperuit Deus, 
nec inſtruxit te que oporteat loqui; that is, 
Unleſs thou, who pretendeſt to be a Mini- 
ſter f Chriſt, doſt in thy Interpretations of 
the Law aſcend the Mountain of God, the. 
g Mountain 
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Mountain of the ſublime Senſe of the Law, 
thy Mouth is not opened by God. If thou 
abideſt in the low Place of the Letter of 
the Law, and makeſt only Fewiſh Narra- 
tions of the Things contained in it, thou 
art not taught and inſtructed by God. Good 

Sirs, examine your ſelves by this Teſtimo- 
ny, which as certainly as it contains ſound 
Doctrine, declares you to be none of the 
Miniſters of Chriſt, nor of the New Te- 

ament. 

Again, Origen (in Levit. Cap. 16.) ſays, 
Nos quidem qui de Eccleſid ſumus merito 
Moſem recipimus, & ſcripta ejus legimns, 
ſentientes de eo, quod Propheta, Deo fibi 
revelante, in Synbolis & Figuris, ac for- 
mis allegoricis conſcripſerit futura Myſteria, 
que in Tempore ſuo docemus impleta: qui 
vero ejuſmodi in e non recipit Senſum, fore 
Fudeorum quis, five noſtrorum eſt, is ne 
Prophetam quidem enim fuiſſe docere po- 
teſt ;* that is, We who are of the true 
Church of Chriſt, do worthily and righth 
read and treat Moſes and his Writings, 
bolding this Opinion of bim, that he was a 
Prophet inſpired of God, and wrote Myſte- 
ries in Types, Symbols, Figures and Allego- 
rical Forms, which we teach and believe 
will be fulfilled in Time; but he that doe: 
not bold this Opinion of Moſes, whether be 
be Jew or Chriſtian, does not allow * to 
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bave been a true Prophet. Examine and 
prove your ſelves, Sirs, again by this Te- 


ſtimony, whether you who are all Literal 


Commentators, and Preachers, don't make 
Moſes a falſe Prophet; and by the Letter, 


as St. Paul ſays, kill the Teſtimony of the 


Spirit of Prophecy that is in his Wri- 
tings. | | 
Again, that you may know what 
Things Moſes has propheſied of, and how 
they were not whimſical and imaginary 
Trifles, which you are wont to condemn 
Origen s Allegorical Interpretations for; 
hear what Tertullian (Apol. Cap. 20.) ſays 
to this Purpoſe, Quicquid agitur, prænun- 
ciabatur; quicquid videtur, audiebatur ; 
guod Terra vorant Urbes, quod Inſulas Ma- 
ria fraudant, quod interna atque externa 
Bella dilaniant, quod Repna . com- 
pulſant, quod Fames & Lues &. locales 
. Clades &. Frequentiæ plerumque 
ort ium vaſtant, quod humiles ſublimitate 
& ſublimes Humilitate mutantur, quod u- 
ſtitia veneſcit & niquitas increbreſcit & ba- 


narum omnium Diſciplinarum torpeſcit, quod 


etiam Officia Temporum & Elementorum 
Munia exorbitant, quod & Monſlris & 


Portentis Naturalium Forma turbatur, pro- 


videntur ſcripta ſunt ; dum pat imur lu- 
guntar ; dum recug noſcemus probantur ; ido- 
neum opinor Teſtimonium Diwvinitatis eſt 


ö 
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Veritas Divinationis ; that is; Whatſpever 
happens in the World that's very remarkable, 
| bas been foretold under the Law and the 
Prophets ; that Cities are deſtroyed Ly Earth- 
quakes, and Iſlands ſwailowd up in the 
Sea ; that Civil and Foreign Wars happen 
to the Ruin of Countries, that Peſtilences 
and Famines, and other griævous Mortalities 
come to paſs, that Men of high Stations 
are debaſed, and others of low Degree ex- 
alted, that common Honeſly and Fuſlice is 
baniſhed from amongſt Men, and all man- 
ner of Iniquity does abound, and the Ad- 
miniſtration of Juſtice and good Diſcipline 
is negleFed, that the ordinary Courſe of 
Nature is often out of Frame, and we are 
ſurprized with Monſlers and Prodigies: theſe 
Things by the Providence of God are writ- 
ten f, and foretold by the Prophets; we 
may read of them as we ſuffer them, and 
by Recognitions are they manifeſt ; and the 
Certainty of ſuch Divination on the Oracles 
of God is an excellent and proper Teſli- 
mony of his Divine Power and Majeſly. 


* Behold, Sjrs, what a ſingular Declaration 


this excellent Father has made,of the Things 
propheſied of under the Law, which too 
was the common and darling Opinion of 
the other Ante-Nicene Fathers. I can eaſily 
Fuels, what you who are Miniſters of the 
etter are willing to think ofthis Opinion of 
WM: Tertullian. 
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Tertullian. Tho you can occaſionally cite 
him in your Writings, and ſometimes 
vouchſafe to praiſe him; yet, I believe, 
that if you knew how, you'd reject, and 
oppoſe this his Declaration concerning 
Moſes and the Prophets, notwifhſtanding 
the reſt of the Fathers concur with him. 
But as I in the Old Apology revived, have 
clearly proved the Truth of this Aſſertion, 
with reſpec to the Three firſt Ages of the 
Church; ſo one or other, IT don't queſtion, 
will manifeſt the Certainty of it, with re- 
gard to other Apes of it alſo. 

Again, ſays Origen (in Num. cap. 16.) 
lis Lex vetus _ Teſt amentum qui 
eam carnaliter intelligere volunt; nobis au- 
tem qui eam ſpiritualiter & Evangelico Sen- 
Ju intelligimus & exponimus, . No- 
vum: Which Words, without any perver- 
ſion of the Senſe of the Father, I tranſlate 
thus, They are Miniſters of the Old Teſta- 
ment, and not of the New, who literally or 
carnally interpret the Law of Moſes ; bus 
we only are Miniſters of the New Teſta- 
ment, who ſpiritually, and in an Evange- 
lical Senſe underſtand and expound the 
Law. By this Teſtimony of Origen, you 
may, Sire, fee the Meaning of St. Paul, 
who ſpeaking of himſelf and others, the 
true Ambaſſadors of Chriſt, ſays, We 
are Miniflers of the New Teſtament, 


and 
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and not of the Old; of the Spirit and not 
of the Letter ; for the Letter killeth, but 
the Spirit giveth Life. I need not ſay, that 
none of you, Sirs, will preſume to ac- 
count your ſelves ſuch Primitive and Apo- 
ſtolical Miniſters. 

Again, Origen (in Mat. cap. 13.) fays, 
Ve vobis, Scribe, ut quod cuivis dictum eſt, 
qui præter Literam nibil ſciat ; that is, 
Fye upon you, Scribes or Miniſters of the 
Letter, which is the Saying of Chrifl unto 
all who underſtand nothing of the Scrip- 
tures beyond the literal Senſe of them. If 
you pleaſe, Sirs, to review Origens Com- 
mentaries, you ll find your ſelves to be the 
real Scribes and Phariſees, againſt whom 
our Saviour uttered ſo many Invectives; 
neither could all the Things that he 
ſpake concerning Scribes and Phariſees be- 
long properly to any Set among the 
Jeu; but Origen, was he alive now, 
would dignify and diſtinguiſh You from the 
reſt of Men with all the Marks and Chas 
racteriſticks of them. | 
Again, 22 (in Gen. cep. 20.) ſpeak- 
ing of the Hiltorical Part of the Law, ſays, 
Si quis hæc ſecundum Literam ſolum audire 
vult & intelligere, magis cum Fudeis quam 
cum Chriflianis debet babere Auditorium: 
Si autem vult Chriſtianus efſe & Pauli Di- 
ſcipulus, audiat eum dicentem, quia. Lex 
1 D 2 eft 
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eft Spiritualss ; that is, IF any will under- 
ſtand this Hiſtory according to the Letter 
only, ke ought to be accounted a Jew, more 
than a Chriſtian : IF he would be accoun- 
ted a Chriſtian, and Diſciple of St. Paul, 
let bim hear his Sayine, how the Law is 
Spiritual. T have not examined, Sirs, in- 
to your Commentators, to {ce what Senſe 
they put upon thoſe Words of Sr. Paul, 
The Law is Spiritual; but if it be any 
other than what Origen frequently puts on 
them, it muſt of neceſſity create in a wiſe 
Man Laughter. 

Again, Origen ſpeaking of the Scrip- 


tures, (in Num. Cap. 21.) calls them Liber 


Signatus pro eo quod Figuris perplexus &. 
Enigmatibus involutus eſt. And again 
(Lib. 8. contra Celſ.) ſays, Prophetas ar- 
cana & vulgari Captu ſublimiora Fipuris 
ob ſcurioribus, Enigmatis, Allegoriis, Paræ- 
miis & Parabolis convelaſſe, verumue 
Chriſtianiſmum (Lib. f. contra Celſ.) con- 
ſiſtere in Interpretatione & Enarratione 
Propheticorum Ainizmatum, Parabolarum- 
que Evangelicarum, aliarumque Figurarum 
que in Scriptis & Geſtis continentur ; that 
is, The Holy Scriptures are a Book ſealed 
for this Reaſon, becauſe it conſiſts of Ænig- 
mas and involved Figures ; and the Pro- 
phets in their Writings have veiled preat 
and ſublime Myſteries under Allegories and 
* . Parables ; 
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Parables; in the opening and Interpretation 
of which conſiſts rrue Chriſtianity. This, 
Sirs, is a glorious Teſtimony againſt you. 
How inconſiſtent is your Miniſtry of the 
Letter with it? Children that read £ſop's 
Fables without any Regard to the Moral, 
are not more ridiculous than ſuch Doctors 
of Divinity, who are for making, what's 
impoſſible, a literal Story of the Parables 
of the Law and the Prophets, and ſearch 
not for the Myſteries contained in them. 
Again, Let us here inſert a Teſtimony 
out of Fruftin Martyr, who, having open d 
and explained ſome prophetical Types and 
Anigmas under the Law, ſays & Dial. 
cum Tryph.) x 7a a>)z Tavra awAu; een 
Tr U Mun tetayveiurz N ννιMjHꝭ¹f⁵ ax 
CAF UW» a mtu TUTOS, x οννẽẽEmn Aa, x24 
Kr enutt Tay N b vr MEAN OVTRV ; 
that is, And T can prove all other Things 
mentioned under the Law to be Types, Sym- 
bos, and Declarations of Things to come 
under Chriſt and his Church. Poſſibly, Sirs, 
Origen, whom You, as the Humour takes 
you, ſometimes account a wwhimfical, and 
at other Times a famous Writer, may of, 
fend you with his aboveſaid Invectives 
againſt the Letter; but Frſtm Martyr has 
never as yet incurrd your Difpleaſure: 
Behold then his Teſtimony, 'befides many 
others that may be produced out of his 
5 Writings, 
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Writings, in Conformity to, and Confir- 
mation of Qrigens Opinions; neither is 
this his Teſtimony at all different from the 
Apaſtolical Do@rine of St. Paul, who very 
frequently, expreſly or implicitly ſays, 
that the Law conſiſts of Types, Figures, 
and Shadows of Things to come under 
Chriſt; ſuch Apoſtolical Doctrine, that 
you, who are only addicted to Necromancy, 
and Divining on. the dead Letter of the 
Law, know nothing at all off . _ 
Again, Origen (in Levit. cap. 7.) ſpeak- 
ing of the great Variety of Sacrifices under 
the Law; ſays, Hec omnia niſi in alio ſenſu 
accipiamus quam Litere Textus oſtendit, fi 
cut ſepe jam diximus, cum in Eccleſia reci- 
tantur, Obſtaculum magis & Subverſionem 
Religioni Chriſtianæ, quam Rationem G. Edi. 


fereationem præſtabum; that is, All Moſes's 


Ordinances and Rites about Sacrifices, un- 

leſs they are talen in another Senſe than the. 
literal one, tend more to the Subverſion than 
Edification and Advancement of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion : For, ſays he again, (in Ro- 
man. Cap. 12.) Lex Sacrificiorum que in 
Levitico eſt lata ſecundum Spiritualem In- 
telligentiam eſt implenda ; Arietes enim G. 
Hircos &. Vitulot Immortali &. Incorporeo 
Des offerri. nulla re@a Ratio & boneſia ſu- 
ſeipiet ; that is, For the Laws about Sacri- 
fices avbich we read of in Leviticus, gre. 15 
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be fulfil'd in a ſpiritual Senſe ; for no Man 
of right Reaſon can imagine, that Rams 
and Gonts and Calves were of themſelves 


an acceptable en to an Incorporeal and 
An 


Immortal God then tells us in ano- 
ther Place (in Levit. cap. 3.) Omnis qui- 
dem pæne Hoſtia que offertur, habet aliquid 
Forme & Imaginis Chriſti ; that is, Every 
Sacrifice under the Law bears ſomewhat of 
the Figure and Image of the Sacrifice of 
Chriſt ; who, as He * again (in Gen. 
tap. 26.) in Figuris & Formis diverſus 
oftenditur ; that is, by Transfiguration bears 

the Form of the different Beaſts that were 
ſacrificed. I know not what you, Sirs, 
who underſtand nothing of Evangelical Sa- 
crifices may think of all this ; bur it is not 
impoſſible, whatever you may think, to 
find, rationally ſpeaking, Bulls, Goats, and 
Rams, for a Sacrifice under the Goſpel as 
well as under the Law. I know not how 

it came to paſs, but by the Favour of the 
Gods I am endowed with a fingalar Talent 
at the Sacrifice of ſuch Beaſts, at Divina- 

tion on their Omenta, and making a ſpiri- 
tual and intellectual Feaſt on the Fleſh of — 
them; and 2 may be affured that Burnt- 
Offerings, Sin-Offerings, Peace-Offerings, 

and Freewill-Offerings may be more really 

| Made unto God under the Evangelical ng 

Nero, than they were under the Old World. 
* Lou 


£24) 


You may perhaps, Sirs, ſmile at all this, 
but Im certain it is agreeable to the Do- 
&rine of St. Paul. And moreover, Origen 
ſays (in Kom. cap. 5.) that Annunciare 
Evangelium eſt ſacrificals Opus; that is, 


rhe Miniſtry of the Goſpel is the Work of @ © 


Sacrificer ; neither can any one be a Prieſt 
of the moſt High God of the New Teſta- 


ment that can't make ſuch Sacrifices ; and 
moreover, I don't doubt but to find a great 


Bull under the Law, the Type of your 
Anti-Chriſtian and Apocalyptical Beaſt, 
Cujus Caro eſt Litera (as Origen often 
ſpeaks) whoſe Fleſh is the Letter, and to 
the utmoſt of my Skill and Ability will 
ſacrifice Him, and make a Feaſt of his 
Fleſh for you. Rwy 7 

. Again, Origen ſays ( in Num. Cap. "I'm 
Veri Filii Eccleſiæ ſunt Ainigmatiſte, qui 
Figuras Legis & Anigmata ſpiritualiter in- 


telligunt; that is, Tnigmatiſis alone are 


true Sons of the Church, who ſpiritually 
underſtand, and interpret the Figures and 


' Porables of the Law of Moſes. Accord- 


ing to this Teſtimony of Origen, it is hard 
to find now any true Sons of the Church: 


If I am the only great Ænigmatiſt and 


Paraboliſt of the Age, which according to 
the Ancients ſhould be great Honour ; yet 
T believe none. of you will envy me the 
Honour for the Time to come, conſider 0g 

| | | the 
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the Defamãtions I labour under at preſetif- 
This is the very Age, according to Divine 
and Evangelical Chronology; in which the 
foreſaid true Sons of the Church; called 
Enigmatiſis and Paraboliſis (Numbers;chap! 
21. b. 2.) are to ariſe; and be reg-nerare, 
I queſtion, whether many of you, Sire; 
will readily and willingly turn £nipmatiſts, 
otherwiſe called by St. John, according to 
the Interpretation of Origen, Harpers Har- 
ping with tbeir Harps ; but for your En- 
couragement to become ſuch Harpers of 
Allegoriſts; Origen ſays; Soli ſapientes, qui 
Allegorias intelligunt; that is, they-only ate 
wiſe and learned Men who can allegor ige 
the Law. And if his Teſtimony be not 
enough, take here An 7) 

Again, the Opinion of St. Clement of 
Alexandria, ſaying (Strom. Lib. 6.) o we* 
mugs aide x, Thy YER rv To. a8 YX2 Kr TA 
N . em operfcy Aoi. ta 
dee . apiymeruy ; that is, the knowing 
and learned Chriſtian ſo underſtande the 
old Things of the Scripture, as that he can 
afſemilate new Things to them; and. "is 
chill d in the Tropes and Figures of prophe- 
tical Sentences, and in the Solution of Pa. 
rables. Thus, Sire, you may ſee Origey 
does not ſtand alone in his Opinion above, 


but St. Clement agrees with: Him, not only 
in this but above a Hundred more In- 


E ſtances; 
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ſtances; And, was there Occaſion at pre- 
ſent to ſhew it, the reſt of the Ante Nicene 
Fathers will ſubſcribe to the aforeſaid Opi- 
nion, and particularly Euſebius, who was 
himſelf a great Anigmatift, and ſaw, by 
Viſions on the Law, the Deliverance. of 
Chriſt's Church out of Spiritual Egypt. 


Again, laſtly, Origen ſays; (in Levit. 


cap. 17.) and frequently in other Places, 
| Moſes & Elias ſimul cum Chriſto apparue- 
rant, ut ſcias quod Lex & Propheta &. 
Evangelium in unum conveniunt ; that is, 
Moſes and Elias therefore appeared upon 
the Mount with Feſus, that you might 
know, how the Law, and the Prophets, 
and the Goſpel agree together. And again 
(in Mat. cap. 17.) Si quis intelligit ſpiri- 
tualem Legem convenientem Sermonibus Je- 
ſu & in Prophertis abſconditam in Myſterio 


Sapientiam, ille vider Moſem- & Eliam in 
Glorid cum Feſu ; that is, IF any one un- 


derflands how the Law aprees with the 
Goſpel, and apprebends the Myſtery of the 
Wiſdom hidden in the Writings of the Pro- 
phets, be intellectually bebolds Moſes and 
Elias in Glory with Feſus. You, Sirs, are 
for abiding in the Plains of the Letter of 
the Law, and conſequently neither regard 
nor believe this, nor many ſuch like Aſſer- 
tions of the Fathers ; but were you as high 
upon the Mountain of the Law, as I am, 

72 you 


6 
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you would difcern the Glory of Chriſt in 
the Harmony between the Law and the 
Goſpel , the ' Fewiſh and the Chriſtian 
* Church; and how thoſe Men are, as Ori- 
gen calls them (in of. cap. 9.) Ingrati He- 
retici, qui neſciunt quomodo ex integro Ve- 
teribus Nova concordant, that is, the worſt 
2" 5 Hereticks, who know not how the new 

7 Diſpenſation of the Goſpel entirely agrees in 
every Point with the old one of the Law of 
Moſes. N 

Theſe, Sirs, are a few of that infinite 
Number of Teſtimonies I can produce out 
of the Fathers to the ſame Purpoſe : If I 
can demonſtrate the Truth and Soundneſs 
of the Doctrine contained in them, I ſhall 
abundantly maintain the Affirmative of the 
Queſtions above, and conſequently prove 
that the Clergy are Worſhippers of the Apo- 
calyptical Beaſt, and Miniſters of Anti- 
23 chrift ; that their Miniſtry of the Letter is 

the greateſt of all Hereſies, and the Cauſe 
f Infidelity ; That the true Miniſtry of the 
® Goſpel, and of the New Teſlament, conſiſts 
in the Miniſtry of the Spirit 7 the Old 
Teſtame nt; and laſtly, that the greateſt 
Doctors of the Church, and moſt famous 
* Preachers, are as ignorant of the Goſpel 
ef Chriſt, as the meaneſt and moſt illiterate 
3 of the People they preach to. | 


1111 


1 

If any of the Controvertiſts of this Ago 
(ſuch is the Authority of the Fathers) could 
produce but half the Number of -Citations 
aforeſaid in Favour of their conceived No- 
tions and Opinions, when there were no 
others of equal Weight to confront them; 
they would inſult their Adverſaries with 
the Brightneſs and Validity of their Te- 
ſtimonies: But I have many Thouſands * 
upon Thouſands ready at Hand to the ſame | 
Pprpoſe ; and, defy all the Doctors of the 
Age, or Minifters of the Letter, to bring 
forth the leaſt Scra ap of equal Authority out 
of the Apoſtles and Fathers of the Church 
to oppoſe me with. 

Many of the Controverſies of this Age 
depend only upon ancient Authority, and 
are not to be back d with any other Reaſon 
or Argument; but the Cauſe that T have 
undertaken, ſhall be fupported not only 

with numerous and ſhining Teſtimonies, 
but alſo to the Reaſon and Underſtanding 
of Men, and, if that bent enough, to 
their Senſes wilt I manifeſt the Lertainty 
and Truth of it, | 

Tie preſent Cantroverſy besen our 
modern Aab ent fan: and Arians, turns en- 
tirely upon Teſtimonies from the Scrip- 
tores and. the Fathers, which both Sides 
claim and make their Roaſts of; but ſup- 
poſing that one Side ſhould get the 22 ] 
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of the other; that is, ſuppoſing that the 
Clergy and People of this Age ſhould ge- 


nerally give in to Dr. Waterland's or Mr. 


TWWhiſton's Opinions; yet it muſt be allow d 
that it's poſſible that Chriſt 7eſus may be 


nothing the more or leſs a true God for 
ſuch a Conſent amongſt Men, unleſs there 
was Demonſtration as well as Conſent for 
his Divinity. But I deſire none to yield 
unto my Cauſe from the Authorities I have 


or ſhall produce, unleſs I can prove the 


Certainty of it clearly to the Eyes of their 
Underſtandings, or, if they will, to the 
Senſes of them. | Fs. eie 
"Theſe laſt Ages are very fruitful, and 


productive of - voluminous Authors in The- 


ology, and many of them are fo fraughr 
with Teſtimonies from the Fathers and 
other ancient Writers, that one would 
think they had exhauſted all that was 
good out of them; but alas, they are fo 
tar from it, that the Uſe which is hitherto 
made of the Fathers is but ſuperficial, nei- 
ther has any one as yet deſcended into the 
Depths of their Writings. 

L appeal to the Readers of the modern 
Arian Controverſy, who are not themſelves 
converſant in the Fathers, whether they 
are not inclin'd to think that the great 
Writers of the Age muſt needs by this 


- -Tyme have drained the Fathers of their 


Teſtimonies 


[ 30 ] 
Teſtimonies for and againſt Chriſt's Divi- 
nity ; but alas they are ſo far from it, that 
it may be more truly and properly ſaid 
they have not as yet touched on them. 

Nay, Mr. Whifton himſelf, in his Letter to 

the Earl of Nottingham, would be thought # 
to have ſumm d up the Evidence on both 


Sides, and would perſuade us to think, 
there is little or nothing more in the Fa- 


thers for and againſt Chriſt's Divinity than 
what he has collected; but I will under- 
take to. produce, modeſtly ſpeaking, a 


_ thouſand Teſtimonies out of the Fathers, 


which he and others have hitherto ſlept 
over, to prove our Jeſus to be the great 
God, and our only Lord God, who brought 
his People out of Egypt, neither would he 
ſafferany other God to be worſhipped by 
them beſides himſelf, If any one think 
this Aſſertion a Stretch, I ſhall eſteem it a 
Favour to be told fo, and I will not only 


put him in the Way to collect a greater 


Number, but will teach him how to be- 
hold the Glory of this God in a Glaſs (I 
ſpeak the Language of the Apoſtle, which 
the Clergy underſtand not) filling all Ages 
of his Temple of the World with the 
Splendor of his Majeſty... _ 

I, who undertake this, will not now af- 
ſume to my ſelf any new Name, which I 
find I have written in the Book of” Life, 
S ä . ſpoken 


[(3'] 


' ſpoken of in the Revelations of St. John f 


4 Book that you; Gentlemen of the long 
> Black Robe, know nothing at all of, not- 
withſtanding your pompous Pretence to 
great Learning, nor whether it is to be met 
with on this Side of the Moon or the 
other; a Book; that notwithſtanding your 
& iSkilt in Languages, you can't read at all 
in; a Bock, that is written, as St. John 
ſpeaks, within and without, which you 
have Ween long poring upon the Outſide 
of, ht never yet were able to open it, and 
the inward Writing; 4 Book: that for 
my Ages has been cover d with the Duft 
of your Libraries, out of which you have 
been ſo far from reſcuing it, that you are 
daily heaping more and more Dirt on it; 

| A' Book laſtly! written in Hieroglyplucal Fiz 
gures and Ænigmatical Fables, Which none 
can read but ON E who is skill'd in the 
Learning of the Egyptians and Wiſdom of 
the Chaldeans; that you muſt not pretend 
to. I fay, Iwill not take to my ſelf any 
3 new Name wich I find written in this 
Bool of Life: ; but only take leave to tell 


vou that I am the Mun, and the only Man 
in the World that underſtands the Fathers, 
and undertake to perform all that can be 
expected from ſuch a ON E. Iwill not 
only endeavour to turn the Hearts of this 
Generation to the Doctrine and right Un- 
D derſtanding 
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derſtanding of the Fathers; but will give 


you the Hiſtory of Chriſt s- Church trom 
his Crucifixion to this Day, by open'd Pa- 
rables and Xnigmas of Prophecy, without 
departing from the Authority of the Fa- 
thers ; and will put you into a frait Path, 
out of your Errors and Confuſions, to the 
City of the new Jeruſalem, the City of 
the living and true God. 

Origen, who lived Fifteen Hundred Years 
ſince, is pleaſed to fay of me (in his Book 
againſt Celſus, which you occaſionally ac- 
count an incomparable Work ; I wiſh "i 
don't now grow out of Conceit with 


fe 
that I am beſt skill d of any Man in the 


Spirit of Prophecy: Whether he had any 
good Reaſon for ſo faying, you ſhall be 


Judges. I will make no Boaſts of my ſelf; 
but if I underſtand how to interpret the 


Law and the Prophets better than others, 
it is under God owing to the Fathers, whom 
I am intimately acquainted with, and par- 
ticularly to Origen, whom if J ſurpaſs in 


the Interpretation of Oracles, it's becauſe 


of the Advantage of Time, in which J live, 
when the Myſtery of God is finiſh'd, which 
he declared by his Servants the Prophets : 
And I muſt do this Juſtice! to the famous 


Origen, as to own, I had never attain'd to 
my Skill in the prophetical Scriptures, but 


through that Light which he has ſet before 
7 me; 


3 1 p 
by 3 
PF * 
Ix 4 bid E * "4 


1 


me; and was he to have lived at this Day 


he unqueſtionably would have exceedingly 
ſurpaſs d me. 
Whether then J really do underſtand the 


5 Spirit of Prophecy in Moſes and the Pro- 


Ny * . 1 2 
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phets, and the Writings ot the Fathers, 
better than you all, Sirs, is what I am 
minded to make Tryal of with you: And 
to this Purpoſe ſend you this Challenge on 
the Queſtions above, which if you think 
fit to oppoſe me on, youll give me an Op- 
portunity not only to vindicate my Book, 
call'd the Old Apology for the Truth of 
Chriſtianity revived, which contains the 
prophetical Hiſtory of the three firſt Ages 
of the Church, but alſo to continue that 
Hiſtory, by open'd Viſions and Parables to 
IE. 

T earneſtly invite you into Combat with 
me; for the Honour of your Miniſtry of 
the Letter Ithink you are obliged to it. And 
if no Perſuaſions will prevail on you, ra- 
ther than want your Oppoſition, I would 
by any Means conſiſtent with Chriſtianity 
provoke you to it. hs 

I once was in Hopes before this Time to 
draw ſome of you into this uſeful Contro- 
verſy, that will end in the Peace of the 
whole Church: To which Purpoſe, under 
the borrowed Name of Ariflobulus, IT pub- 
lind two Letters to Dr. Bennet; ſor 1 = 

me” the 
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the Man, if the Authors of the Delphic 
Oracle, thoſe moſt learned Scholars of the 
famous Univerſities of Europe, want to 
know him who put their Oracle to Silence. 
Tam the Man who ſtoppd the Mouth too of 
the great Dr. Bennet, whom all the Diſſen- 
ters in England, ſuch a Noiſe has he made 
in Controverſy, could not make to hold 
his Peace ; for if he had any Thing to re- 
ply to thofe Letters, ſuch is his diſputatious 
Talent, he would certainly have done it 
before this Time. In thoſe two Letters I 
purpoſely uſed the greater Sharpneſs of 
Language, to engage him or ſome other in 
Diſputation, but it would not do ; which is 
a ſure Sign of the Badneſs of your Cauſe, 
or of your Inability to defend it ; for if 
you had any Thing to ſay for the Learr- 
1ng, Uſefulneſs, and Orthodoxy of the 
Clergy, you would not have ſuffered your 
ſelves to be inſulted for Blockhead's, Dunces, 
Drones, Caterpillars, Makebates, Necro- 
mancers, Dark-Lanthorns, and the like, in 
that Faſhion as you are by me. And now 
if J knew of any worſe Names for you, 
that were equally true, T would not ſpare 
to beſtow them on you; but J can think of 
nothing worſe than Miniſters of the Letter, 
Which is your avow'd and beloved Title, 
and ſo comprehenſive a one, that in the 
Opinion of the Fathers nothing worſe can 
be ſaid of you, "2 Perhaps 


[ 35 ] 
Perhaps the Names of Blockheads and 
Dunces, which I ſo freely conferr'd on you, 
may be ſome Prejudice to my Caule ; and 
your Hearers and Admirers, its probable, 
may think there's more Railing than Rea- 
ſon in ſuch Language, becauſe of the Re- 


- Putation you have amongſt them for great 


Scholars: But III venture to affirm it 
again, that your moſt famous voluminous 
Writers of the Age are no other than Pro- 
digies of vain Science, and Gygantick Sons 
of Error, Nonſenſe, Incoherence and Con- 
fuſion. It is true, that the Clergy now are 
generally better Linguiſts than their Prede- 
ceſſors of former Ages, and more conver- 
ſant in old Greek and Latin Authors, but 
then, even in this Caſe, I will be bold to 
aſſert, that none of them rightly under- 
ſtand thoſe Authors, for want of knowing 
how the Theology, Mythology, and Phi- 
loſophy of the old Gentiles was taken from 
the myſtical Interpretation of the Law of 
Moſes, according to the concurrent Opi- 
nion of the Fathers, and the Confeſſion of 
the Gentiles themſelves ; and conſequently 
our modern Annotators on the ancient 
Poets and Mythologiſts are very great 


> Blunderers, often rejecting and ridiculing 
the Divine and Sublime Notions and Opi- 
nions of the old Gentiles, which they un- 


derſtand not. 
F 2 Nay, 


Ego] 


Nay, the greateſt Scholars at - preſent 
amongſt you, Sire, can't, notwithſtanding 
their Skill in the Greek Tongue, conſtrue 
the Greek Teſtament, or they would not 
ſuffer ſuch a Tranſlation as our Engliſh one 
is, to paſs uncorrected ; in which I may 
venture to affirm there are above a Thou- 
fand Errors: For the Engliſh Tranſlation is 
fo unlike ro the true Meaning of the Ori- 
ginal Greek, that we may be ſaid to have 
but very little of the Writings of the Evan- 
gelifts and Apoſtles in our own Language. 
It would be endleſs to give you all the Tn- 
ſtances of a corrupt Tranſlation, and 
would be foreign to the Intention of this 
Preſent to you; but however Ill fer before 
you a few, and thoſe out of the Revela- 
tions of St. John, for your preſent Medi- 
tation ; and if you dont think that T tran- 
{late better than you can, or your old Tran- 
ſlators have done, there's no Queſtion but 
youll animadvert upon me fort. As, 

Firſt, Revelations Ch. xxi. v. 23. your 


Tranſlation is, And the City had no need of 


the Sun, neither of the Moon to ſhine in it; 
the Greek is, x41 n mA wKPETAN ee vc 
nue c Ths mAwrc, wa payrwny ey auvty, 
that is, rightly tranflated, And the City hath 
not WANT (that is, hath Sufficiency) 
f Sun and Moon to ſhine in it: Thus, 
dire, by your heedleſs rendring of h, 

„ you 
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F you may behold your Engliſh Tranſlation 
to be ſuch a Bull or Blunder, that a School- 


Boy would be whipt, or at leaſt laught at 
for; for none can imagine, how any City 
7 ſhould have no Need or Uſe of the Sun 
and Moon, much leſs the New Feruſalem, 
* where it is ſaid there will be no Night or 
- Darkneſs ; for the Glory of the Lord will 
> enlighten it, and the Moon of the Church 
will be in her Full, with Light from the 
Lamb who is the Sun of it. Tho pa, 


may be properly enough rendred Need as 
well as Want, yet none but Blunderers 
can't ſee it ought not to be tranflated Need 
in the Place before us. | 

Again, Men that would underſtand the 
Revelations of St. John, muſt, like Oedi- 
pus, give good Heed to the Ambiguity of 
the Oracle, leſt they be catch d, like Aa- 


cus, in the wrong Senſe of it. Thus your 


Tranſlation of Revel. ch. xvii. v. 11, 12. 
is, And the Merchants of the Earth ſhall 
weep and mourn over her (Babylon,) for no 
man buyeth her Merchandiſe any more ; the 
Merchandiſe of Gold and Silver, and pre- 
cious Stones, and of Pearls, &c. which is 
ſuch a perverſion of the Oracle, that it 
looks as if the Clergy did it more wilfully 
than ignorantly, to turn that againſt ho- 
neſt Merchants and Tradeſmen, which was 


intended againſt themſelves ; For the Ori- 


ginal 
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ginal, in order to Conſtruction, runs thus, 
29.4 0) pe Dev TH. M5. AννBj½ñ gb MEI LOY ET 
can on Nets auTWY aJvEx4H a WH £71 o- 

y 0 Xi EPWEIY 4g ' Af TIM gh 
3 that is, And the Mercbants 
or Venders of the Letter do weep and 
mourn over ber (Babylon,) for none of 
them do preach the Myſteries within the 
Hulk of the Letter ; no, not until now that 
they mourned over Babylon, did any of 
them teach the hidden and myſtical Mean- 
ing of Gold, Silver, precious Stones and 
Pearls, &c. ſpoken o in Scripture. I 
don't ſuppoſe, Sire, that you'll like this 
my Explication of the Oracle, but I ſhall 
ſo fix it on you, that it ſhall be im̃poſſible 
for you to ſhift it oft; and it would. be 
ſome Diverſion to have you conteſt this 
Senſe of it with me. You can't deny 
your ſelves to be Venders of the Letter; 
and were you at all acquainted with the 
Spirit of Prophecy, and the Writings of 
the Fathers, you would find, they call the 
Letter of the Law u , and the Spirit 
of it Ovpary. Hence Origen (in Mat. 
cap. 13.) as if he ſpoke to the preſent 
Age, ſays, Appropinquat Regnum Cælorum, 
ut Scribe qui in ſimplici Litera acquieſcunt, 
reſipiſcentes ab ejuſmodi IntelleFu erudian-- 
tur ſpiritual; Doctrina, que vocatur Regnum 
Czlorum, that is, the Kingdom of Heaven 
| | is 
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ii at Hand, that the Scribes or Miniſters 


of the Letter, who reſt in the literal Inter- 


= pretation of the Scriptures, ſhould retra 


that ſenſe of them, and be inſtructed in the 


* ſpiricual Senſe, which is the Kingdom of 


Heaven. 
Again, Sirs, you obſerve neither Mood 
nor Tenſe, nor the proper ſignification of 
Words in your Engliſh Verſion ;_ conſe- 
uently you make St. Fobn an ungramma- 
tical Writer, or your ſelves ignorant Tran- 
ſlators ; as for Inſtance, in Ch. xviii. v. 21, 
22, 23. Where your Tranſlation is, Thus 


with Violence ſhall that great City Babylon 


be thrown down, and ſhall be found no 
more at all ; and the Voice of Harpers, 
and Muſicians, and of Pipers, and of 
Trumpets, 2 be heard no more at all in 
thee; and no Craftſman of whatſoever 
Craft he be, ſhall be found 'any more in 
thee ; and the found of a Milſtone ſhall be 
heard no more at all in thee ; and the Ligbt 
of the Candle ſhall ſhine no more at all in 
zhee ; and the Voice of the Bridegroom and 
of the Bride ſhall he heard no more at all 
in thee. But the Greek is, Ourus opunwcrrr 
BAnnorTey BD i jpuryan TOAK Ka d dun 
ep ETT x9: (wm ue drr ονονν fm 
Xt auAnray e σαν n οο Wh , 
e o ETI »g94 mas Teyvirus 7am TH ms 
60 jan et dn er ont ETT xg prom pros wu pun 

wt} "  Exguagy 


— — 
MEM 2... 
* e, * 


— — 12. — 


3 wy 

, ty oo ETT gi Gor AUNvO CU un garn 
er ou ETT x9 n wap x4 Wwuerns X wn 
a ga e& on ETI: and is thus to be tran- 
flared, Thus with Violence ſhall the great 
City Babylon be ſmitten, and was not found 
(for it was not known what City was 
meant by Babylon) till now (that her Fall 
happen d) and tbe Fame or Talk of Har- 
pers, Muſicians, Pipers, and Trumpeters, 
(that is, of Anigmatifts, Sounders of the 
Trumpet of Prophecy, and other Spiritual 
and Evangelical Muſicians) was not heard 
of in thee, (O Babylon) till now, (that 
thy Fall happen d;) and all ſorts of (ſpiri- 
tual) Artificers (for the building the Tem- 
ple of "the. Lord, and the new Jeruſalem) 
were not found in thee. till now ; and the 
Tall of the (myſtical) MiI/ione (that falls 
on thee) hath not been heard of in thee 
till now; and the Light of the Lamp (of 
the Lord) did not ſhine in thee till nom; 
and the Talk of the Bridegroom (Chriſt) * 
and of the Bride (the Church of the new © 
Feruſalem) was not heard of in thee, 
(O Babylon) zill now that thy Fall hap- * 

pens. Behold, Sirs, what a wide Diffs. 
rence there is between my Tranſlation and 
yours ! Conſider whether I can't defend 
my Conſtruction from the proper Signifi- 
cation of the Words, and my Paraphraſe 
from the Authority of the Fathers. Your 
5 Tranſlation 
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Tranſlation which muſt be literally under- 
ſtood, implies ſo many ridiculous Abſur- 


* dities, that would at preſent take too much 


Time to make Remarks on them. 


ny 


Again, all Expoſitors agree that there is 
a Bleſſedneſs annex d to the right Interpre- 


tation of the Revelations of St. Fobn, and 
every one of them, no doubt, has thought 


he had a Right to it; but none of them as 
yet underſtand that ſingle Verſe where the 


a a A * 
7 * - + 
45 ” T2 Sa 2 & — WT. * *. 
* * n 9 4 > #50 P 1 as * 
1 * 7 DES, ESTs. 1 1 3 3 CERES 7 We" . 8 8 
r Sr n EI ge ring ig nt — 
k os. * . ES, * 5 . TY 8 N * e * e p 


Bleſſedneſs is eſpecially promiſed, as Ch. r. 
v. 3. Bleſſed is be that readeth the Words 
of this Prophecy. The Greek is, woxzerc, 
o ara wart ——7W5 νν/ꝑ ins pen] 
that is, Bleſſed is he that recognizeth the 
Words (or Sentences) of Prophecy. Where 
obſerve firſt, that St. John ſpeaks not of 
this bis particular Prophecy, but of Pro- 
phecy in general; and o ar2y»woxey is not 
properly one that readeth (or every one 
that can read the Words might put in for 
the Bleſſedneſs) but one that knows again 
or recognizeth the AozovG 1s ονναα tie 
Words, Sentences, or Declarations of the 
Prophets: And the true Meaning of - 
v is to be taken from the Fathers, 
who by Recognitions underſtood the Aſſi- 
milation of new Things to. old; the fitting 
of Antitypes to Types, or the knowing 
and beholding again the Hiſtory of Chriſt's 


| Church in the Parabolical Glaſs of the old 


1 Law. 


— 


LJ lb 
Law. The great and good God alone 
| knows how it will tare with me as to the © 
Bleſſedneſs aforeſaid ; but he has vouch- 
ſafed me a ſingular Talent at Recognitions 
of Prophecy, which you, Sire, will hardly 
be able to diſprove or deprive me of. | 
Theſe, Sirs, are a few, for a Taſte, of 
the innumerable Places of the New Tefla- 
ment which are falſly tranſlated by you and 
your Anceſtors ; from whence it appears, 
1 that you are ſo far from being Miniſters of 
1 the Goſpel, that for Want of underſtand- 
ing the Nature of Oracles, you have not as 
yet given the People taken to your Charge 
the Writings of the Evangelifls and Apoſtles, 
much leſs of Moſes and the Prophets, in 


— — — — — — 
— 7 _ — — - 
* 7 TT 1 * —_ 4 1 — 
— EE INS — St: w 1 + _ * © 1 „ "= j = —— 
— . a — d * 1 

— * wow nA — * — 2 — .. 40 * , 1 

„ 2 —— 0 na - — 
— 8 PIP... >» + bo * _ Wy " 3 1 N —_—_— 5 * of . ho ö ' * 

— Zr 228 rr = 

- — - . n 2 . 2 — —_ — — —— — — „ 

—— —— i N —— — — —_— — — 2 — — — — _ - — te 5 — — — A 9. Sons 

1 * & 4 4 „ 41 oe hy - 2 * - . 4 * 
- © 2 2 — : 1 = 
; 
4 8 * a 8 - * — — 1 - - 
— 3 p — "I. . —— ww — 4 2 « * F 
* — 3 — — ———— 3:5 — — = N * — 2 — - — 
b . - . "Ges! r — — — wa — -—_— — vm 
l o 2 as —— — — —— — — — — * 
— _ 4 * v 
— — ' 
— — — — .. 8 
« 


—_ * - — 
4 r — ” q 933 — . 
7 > x BEOS 


their own Mother Tongue. And if you 
pleaſe deliberately to read over Origens 
Homilies on the Euangeliſis and the Epiſtle | 
to the Romans, you Il find that your modern 
Paraphraſes on thoſe Sacred Writings, are 
more foreign to Truth than your Tranſſa- 
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tions: For He and the other Anre-Nicene © 
Fathers agree in the Opinion of Eucherius, - 
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and abundantly prove, that Univerſum ſa- 
cram Scripturam tam Novi quam YVeteris 
Teſtamenti ad Allegoricum Senſum eſſe ſu- 
nendum ; that is, the whole Sacred Scrip- 
ture, as well of the New as Old Teſtament, 
is to be taken in an allegorical Senſe. 
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T am ſenſible, Sirs, that it is ſlanderouſly 


reported of me, that I underſtand nothing 
or but little of the Greek Tongue. I will 
not pretend indeed to have read ſo many 


' Greek Authors as ſome great Doctors 


amongſt you have ; but thoſe which T 
have read, I pretend to underſtand much 


better than any of you; and particularly 


the Revelations of St. John, the hardeſt, 
molt learned, and moſt conſummately ora- 


culous Book in the whole World, which, 


without the Leave of Mr. |hiſlon, is mine 


to interpret, and which you, Sire, are fo 


24 n 2 Ga 9 54 1 8 5 ol 
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far from underſtanding, that you cant 
conſtrue it to make tolerable Senſe of it. 
Dr. Bentley, it ſeems, is about publiſhing a 
new Edition of the Greek Teſtament with 
his Emendations too of the Revelations ; 
but I ſubmit it to the ſerious Conſideration 
of that moſt learned Doctor, whether he 
ought not firſt to underſtand the Things 
there ſpoken of, belore he preſume to 
make any Alteration of the Words they 
are written in. 

But, without making Boaſts of my ſelf, 
I may venture to ſay, that T am the only 
Perſon in the World, who rightly under- 
ſtands the Writings of the Apoſtolical and 
Primitive Church ; by which, finding you, 
Sire, to be the greateſt Herericks and Apo- 


ſtates of all Ages, I am in good Will to- 
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wards you minded to ſet you right again, 


and put you into the good old Way, to the 
Knowledge of God, and Comprehenſion 


of Divine Truth. 


You, one or other of you, in your dead 


Works, have long made your Boaſts of 


Primitive DoFrine, and bambouzled the 
credulous Multitude, into a Beliet of your 


being as certainly the Miniſters of the Go- 


ſpel, as were the Apoſtles and firſt Preachers 
of it; but I ſhall endeavour to undeceive 
them as well as your ſelves, and make it 
plain that you are no other than falſe Apo- 
ſtles and falſe Teachers, who inſt-ad ot the 
Goipel of Chriſt, have hitherto chattered 
nothing better than Nonſenſe and Gibbe- 
riſh, the very worſt Merchandiſe that ever 


was Bought and Sold. Nay, your Mini- 


ſtry and Preaching has been ſo far from 
being of good Ule and Advantage to the 
World, that it has done much Miſchief in 
it, has occaſioned a great deal of Strife and 
Animoſity amongſt Men, and tended to the 
Alienation of their Hearts and Affections 
one from another. 
Ever ſince the Reformation, that you 
have been permitted to harangue the Peo- 
ple from your Pulpits, has Schiſm and Fa- 
ction, with the fatal Conſequences of them, 
increaſed and abounded in this Nation; 
and you are ſo far unable to ſtop the Tor- 
| =—_ rent 
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rent of Proſaneneſs, Blaſphemy, and In- 
fidelity, that like a Deluge it more and 


more overflows it; and, according to Ori- 
gens Aſſertion concerning the Miniſtty of 
the Letter, the World is more likely to re- 


nounce all Religion, than be reconciled to 
the true Faith. 
Your Miniſtry has done ſo much Miſ- 


chief to the World, that J may ſay, better 
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had it been for the People of theſe Nations, 
if they had been entertained on a Sunday 


With a Bear and a Fiddle, with a Tumbler 
and a Rope Dancer, than with the Sermons 


of ſuch Vain Babblzrs, who, for theſe two 
Hundred Years laſt paſt, have been Preach- 
ing and Printing, and Swearing and Lying, 
and Forſwearing, and Covenanting, and 
Subſcribing, and Shuffling, and turning back- 
wards and forwards to the Diſhonour ot 
God, the Scandal of Religion, and Con- 
fuſions of the Underſtandings of Men ; 
and under all the Deformations of the 
Church, and Tergiverſations of your (elves, 
have you had the Imprdence, the abomi- 
nable Impudence to account your ſelves the 
Miniſters of Chriſt ; as if the Goſpel of the 

Holy Feſus, (who is the Divine Logos, the 
Reaſon, Wiſdom, and Spirit of the Law) 
conſiſted of Abſurdities, Nonſenſe , Inco- 
herence and Contradictions, L420 


In 
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In every Age, ſince the Worſhip of the 
Beaſt was ſet up, has the Prie/tbood been a 
great Burden and Grievance to Mankind, 
not only becauſe of the Maintenance of it 
in Ignorance and Sloth ; but becauſe of the 
civil Feuds and Foreign Wars, which, for 
the ſake of an Adulterous Church, the 
Clergy have been concerned in the Promo- 
tion of. There has hardly been a Treaſon, 
Plot, and Conſpiracy formed againſt any 
Prince, Kingdom, or State, of which the 
Prieſts more or leſs have not been the In- 
cendiaries - And it is a Wonder of Won- 
ders, if no Eccleſiaſticks have a Hand in 
the infamous Sout h- Sea Myſtery of Iniquity 
that has brought ſuch a Calamity on this 
Kingdom. | 
But my Buſineſs, Sirs, is not to con- 
ſider what a Grievance you are, and have 
been for many Ages to the People of God ; 
but to prove your Miniſtry of the Letter 
to be an Anti-Chriſtian Miniſtry. You may 
ſee what I have advanced towards ſuch a 
Proof : If you have any Thing to reply in 
Defence of your ſelves, bring it forth ; or 
I ſhall proceed in the Way that God ſhall 
dire& me, to convince Mankind of that 
moſt egregious Error, Hereſy, and unlaw- 
tul Craft you live by. | 
It is an uncomfortable Thing to be left 
alone in this Work, without any —_— 
| | | an 
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and Aſſiſtants in it ; and much worſe yet to 
ſuffer Defamations and Reproaches for it : 
But however, I am now ſo far reconciled 


to it, that maugre all Oppoſition, I will, 


to the utmoſt ot that Strength God ſhall 


vouchſafe to me, proceed in it. 
And I publiſh this, Sirs, as a Challenge 


| to your whole Order. But leaſt it ſhould 


happen according to the Proverb, that 


what's every ones Buſineſs is no Bodys Bu- 


 fineſs, and none may think themſelves 


obliged to write againſt me that are not 
perſonally calld upon to it, I judge it con- 


venient to make mention of the Names of 


ſome, if poſſible, to engage them to it: 


; as particularly, I challenge my old Friend 


Dr. Frankland, a Chaplain in Ordinary to 
the King ; whom I challenge not upon 
conſideration of his Learning, but, be- 
ca'1ſe of the Slanders he has certainly re- 
ported of me. And I appeal unto all, 
whoſe Ears his Defamations have reach'd, 
whether he be not obliged to undertake 
this Combat with me. The Judges of our 
Controverſy, by my free Conſent, ſhall be 
the Heads of the Univerſity of Cambridge; 
amongſt whom, tho I am perſuaded I 
have many ſecret Friends, becauſe of their 
Veneration for the Fathers, whom I am ſo 
extraordinarily skill d in, yet I will be fo 
far from courting their Favour to the Pre- 

5 judice 


Les 8 
judice bf Dr. Frankland, that if I know 7 
of any Errors or Blunders of the Authors 
amongſt them, I will not ſpare to expoſe 2 
and lay them open. 

But what ſhall I fight this Prize with * 
Dr. Frankland for ? I can think of no- 
thing elſe, but that the Victor, in the Opi- 
nion of the Heads of the Univerſity, ſhall *7 
have ſuch Honour done him, as in their 
Judgments ſhall be thought meet ; and 
that the Conquered ſuffer ſuch Shame and 
Puniſhment, as they ſhall think fit to in- 
Ai on him. And to this End I promiſe 7 
faithfully to meet Dr. Frankland at Camj- 
bridge. ; 4 

I diſhonour my ſelf by challenging 
Dr. Frankland, who is too inconſiderable 
for Learning to encounter me. I know not 
what Improvements he may have made at 
- Briſtol by Converſation with Merchants and 
Tradeſmen ; but upon his leaving Cam- 
bridge, he had no better Abilities to en- 
gage with me, than has the Reverend © 
T. PY, the Ordinary of Newgate, who, 
notwithſtanding his Education at the Uni- 
verſity, has not Senſe enough to make a 
tolerable Report of the Confeſſions of dy- 
ing Malefactors. 1. 1 

But however, Dr. Frankland is obliged 
to undertake me. And if the Heads of 
the Univerſity ſhall give Sentence againſt i 
5 : | BE | me, 
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s 8 me, T will a ſubmit to it, and be 


's content that a laſting Memorial be made of 
: | it to my Diſhonour in the blackeſt Chara- 

4 cters, and to any more infamous Purpoſe, 
h XY than as a Caution toFellows and Scholar net 


to ſtudy too hard. Neither do I deſire that 
4 Iſoch a Memorial to my Diſgrace be eraſed, 
till the Univerſity ſhall think fit to change 
ir I it (as they ſometimes change their Minds 
d and Opinions) for one to my Honour, to 
the immortal Honour of the great Inter- 
3 preter of Oracles, and Reſtorer of true 
le Learning. 

1 3 It is many Years ſince I ſaw Cambridge, 
and whether Dr. Frankland will undertake 
this Combat with me or not, I long once 
more to ſee that famous Fountain of Lite- 
* zature (where I firſt dug through the Earth 
of the Letter of the Law, and open d a 
el of Viſion tor others as well as my felf 
to drink the Waters of Life out of it; 
Where J firſt taſted of the Hidden Manna, 
be * of Heaven hidden within the 


a i 17 Life, the Tree of the Oracles of God, 
* vwhoſẽ Leaves are for the Healing of the 

Nations; where laſtly, I was firſt preſented 
ed | with the Philoſophers Stone, the Pearl of 
of greateſt Price, the Touchſtone of Trath 
ſt | hon Error, calfd Ds” Copa the White- 
e, Stone) 
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bound in Duty and Gratitude once more 


ing, and the Misfortune of a diſtracted 


CB 
Stone) and by God's Leave in due Time I 
will rake a Journey on Purpoſe to ſee my 


old Friends there. I have not only a ſin- 


gular Affection for Sidney - College, where 
I had my Education; but think my ſelf 


at leaſt to make my Appearance in it, to 
return Thanks to the Maſter and Fellows 


for the ſingular Favour they have extended 4 


to me (I mean the Profits of a Fellouſbip, 
notwithſtanding my Non-Reſidence) a Fa- 
vour that never was extended to any before, 
and which by the Statutes of the College 
they could not have vouchſated to me, but 
in conſideration of my uncommon Learn- 


Brain to acquire it. 

Upon the ſame Terms I challenge my 
Friend Mr. Chambre, once a Fellow of the 
College with me. It is an unfortunate Caſe, 
that Veritas Odium parit, Truth makes a 
Separation between chief Friends: But ſo 
it has happend between us; and I muſt 7? 
challenge him too, who as he has taken 
one Journey out of Yorkſhire to ſpread his 
Defameations ; ſo it is expected he'll make 
another to publiſh his Lucubrations, if he 
has any, againſt me. 8 1 

It is a Thing very much beneath me, 
and the Learned, I believe, will blame me 
tor inſulting poor ignorant Country Parſons: 
But 
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But fo it happens, that I muſt challenge 
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75 


Mr. Cotterell of Anſley, Mr. Robert Parr of 
Hinckley, and Mr. Thomas Smith of Sharn- 
ford ; or the People, who have conceived 
great Opinions of their Learning, may 
think that I durſt not attack them. I 
know not upon what other Terms to chal- 
lenge them, than that the greateſt Dumce 
and the worſt Man of us ſhall be publickly 
ſcourg'd and made to beat Hemp for his 
Living. Mr. Cotterell knows the Reaſon 
of the Terms of this Challenge to be, be- 
cauſe of as villanous, wicked, unchriſtian 


and barbarous Intention againſt me when 
2 diſtraſted, as could be form d againſt any 


Man. I am not at all apprehenſive that 
the Point of Learning, in a Diſpute with 


2 theſe Men, will go againſt me. On the 


other Hand, if there can be found in the 


= Kingdom a Clergyman, that was more uſe- 
ful in his Pariſh, that more relieved the 


Needy, aſſiſted the Neceſſitous, and en- 


2 couraged the Induſtrious; that more fed 


the Hungry, cloath'd the Naked, and in- 


E ſtructed the Ignorant, than I did, conſi- 


dering my Circumſtances, I am willing to 
be accounted the worſt Man of them. I 
might be aſhamed to ſpeak of theſe Things 
in Praiſe of my ſelf, eſpecially if they 
were not true; but when a Mans Repu- 
tation, the deareſt Thing in the World, is 
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o grievouſly wounded by ignorant Block- 
beads, it can't be helpd. My Kindneſſes 


to two School-Maſters, S71mpſon of Wol- 


vey, and Liptrot of Nun-Faton, were un- 
ſpeakable and innumerable ; but Im now 


certain, that by the Inſtigation of ſome 


villanous Prieſts they are both guilty of 
the baſeſt Ingratitude. To the former I 
was very kind, not'only to encourage him 
in the Inſtruction ot poor Children, whom 
he taught at my Charge, but to keep him 
and his Wife in Honeſty, which before 


was wanted in them. And to the latter 1 


unhappily conceived a Friendſhip and At- 
tection, and did him many good Offices ; 


which upon another Occaſion J may pub- 


liſn; but am now convinced, that he has 
always been a perfidious and vile Enemy. 
He is a Clergyman, but Iwill not mention 


his more egregious Igaorance and want of 
tolerable Learning. 

That I call upon no more Perſons, by 
Name, to engage with me, is not becauſe 
J am apprehenſive of the Learning of any, 
but becauſe I know not certainly the 
Names of others, who in an unchriſtian 
Manner may have defamed me. But IT 
hope thoſe good Chriſtians, T mean Lay- 
men, who have any Regard for the Repu- 
tation of another, into whoſe Hands This 

5 ſhall 


him among thoſe I challenge, becauſe of 
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* ſhall come, will admoniſh others that have 
* open d their Mouths againſt me, for their 
Honour to enter the Lift with me. I dont 
doubt but This will convince many that I 
have been villanouſſy flanderd in ſome 
Caſes ; and was all that is evilly reported 
of me come to my knowledge, I queſtion 
not but to make it appear that T am no leſs 
abuſed in many others. 

The Reputation of a Man is dearer 
than his Life. As yeu, Gentlemen of the 
long black Robe, have robb'd me of the one, 
o 7 make you a Tender of the other alto; 
which if you don't deprive me of ſoon, I 
ſhall publiſh ſo much from the Primitive 
Writings upon the Subject in Hand, that 
it ſhall be manifeſt Imprdence in you, here- 
after, to take the Names of the Apoſiies 
and Fathers of the Church into your 
Mouths in Defence of your Miniſtry. | 

If I was not 94097291; vw, a Man of 


like Paſſions and Human Fraoilties with 


your ſelves, you who are wont to have in 
Admiration your voluminous and imper- 
tinent Authors, would, if you had any 
Teſt of true Learning, almoſt adore me. 
And tho I am far from a perfect and fault- 
leſs Man; yet, be it known to you, I diſ- 


dain as much to be accounted inferior to 


_ of you in the beſt Chriſtian Virtues, 


$ I do that the greateſt amongſt you 
ſhould 
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are cooler in their Tempers, and more 
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ſhould be put upon the Level with me for 
good Learning. | 


You may fee, Sirt, that your Defama- 


tions of me move my Indignation to write 


ſometimes in a Way of Praiſe of my ſelf, 


that otherwiſe in Modeſty I ſhould not. 
But however, to deal plainly with you, I 
have ſuch an Averſion to Ignorance, Idle- 
neſs, and Immorality in a Clergyman, that 


I think publick Examples ſhould be made 


of many for thoſe Crimes : And if any 
one of my Defamers, of what Name ſo- 
ever, can make it appear that he's a Man 
of more Probity and better Learning than 
my = I am willing to be the firſt of that 
Kind. 

The Loſs of Reputation in the World is 
a ſad and melancholy Reflection; but it is 
ſome Comfort to me that it is not loſt by 
my own Fault, but falls a Sacrifice to the 
foul Mouths of the ſlanderous Clergy, who 
are uſed to defame all that hold any Prin- 


ciples inconſiſtent with their Intereſts. 


Your Sermons, Sire, that ſhould be Ex- 
hortations to Love and Peace amongſt 
Chriſtians, conſiſt very often of Railings 


and bitter Invectives againſt Perſons, Par- 


ties, and Szfs, that you don't like. You 
forbear not occaſionally to lampoon your 
own Archbiſhops and Biſhops, when they 


moderate 
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moderate in their Principles than you could 
2 with. Even Kings and Queens, if they 
take any Steps in the Adminiſtration of 
the Government that you dont like, are 
evil ſpoken of by you. Nay, I have known 
the Earl of Nottingham ſo much out of 
your Graces, that you would not drink his 
Health; and tho he has regained the Fa- 
vour of your Athanaſian Clan, by a learned 
Defence of that Faith you live by, yet it 
is to your own Shame, that none of you, 
= whoſe Time ought to be ſpent in reading 
the Scriptures and the Fathers, could by 


your Pens ſufficiently vindicate the Do- 


Arine of the Trinity, without the Aſſi- 
ſtance of a Temporal Peer, whoſe Studies 
may reaſonably be ſuppoſed to have been 


taken up in Affairs of another Nature. 


2 Your Thanks and Praiſes of that Noble 
Peer, in the Opinion of all wiſe Men, 


muſt be thought no leſs than Lampoons - 
upon your ſelves, and Compliments of Mr. 


= Whiſton, making him a conſiderable Au- 
> thor, and your ſelves Blockheads, who 
could not defend the prime and fundamen- 


tal Article of your Religion without the 
Help of a Lay-Hand. And had not the 
Biſhop of Lincoln, in Prudence, put a ſtop 
to your ridiculous Humour of Addreſſing 
that Noble Lord, you would in all proba- 
bility have gone on till you had brought an 
BENS eternal 
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eternal Inſamy and Reproach on your 


whole Order. I would not be thought to 
detract in the leaſt from the Honour and 
due Praiſes of the Earl of Nottingham, 
who is certainly a Noble, Learned, and 
Religious Peer, and has fo well deſerv d of 
the Clergy, for his Defence of the Do- 
ctrine of the Trinity, that T wiſh they had 
preſented him with a Years Revenues of 
the whole Church, which would have 
tended more to his Profit than their Thanks 
and Praiſes of him do to his Honour, un- 


leſs they d been Men of more Senſe and 


Learning. 

But to return; You have, Sirs, one or 
other of you (taking the Advantage of an 
unhappy Diſtraction, that God was pleaſed 


to afflict me with) labour d to expoſe me 


through City and Country to the laſt De- 
gree, and to render me as odious and con- 
temptible, as unchriſtian and uncharitable 
Reports can make any Man. By the As- 
ſiſtance of the great God, whom I hum- 
bly beſeech to continue me in that State of 
Reaſon, he has been graciouſly pleaſed to 
reſtore me to, I will now uſe my beſt En- 
deavours to ſpread the Fame of you and 
my ſelf not only through theſe Kingdoms, 


* 8 p 
F 


but to the utmoſt Parts of the World ; tlie 


Fame of you for Baal's Prieſts, and of my 
ſelf for the Saerißcer of the Apocalyptical 
| Beaſt 
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Beaft that you worſhip ; the Fame of you 
for Miniſters of the Letter, and of my 
ſelf for the great Miniſter of the Spirit of 
the Law of Moſes ; the Fame of you for 
holding with Celſus, Porphiry and Marcion, 


that the Lato 7s literal, and of my felt for 


holding with St. Paul, Origen, Euſebius, 
and the Reſt of the Apoſiles and Ante- 
Nicene Fathers that the Law is ſpiritual ; 
the Fame of you, laſtly, for knowing no- 


*rbing as you ought to know, and of my 


ſelf for underſtanding the Myſtery of God 
in the Creation of all Things both old and 
new. 


It has been a great Fault or Misfortune 


in me, Sie, to have had an almoſt in- 
cCurable Affection for your Order and Fun- 


ion, or I had never fallen under fo much 


Ignominy and Contempt: But now, by 
Gods Help, Ill make ſome Atonement 
for that Fault, and endeavour to free my 


Zuntry (a glorious Work when effected!) 


of ſuch a grievous Burden and Charge as 
is that of an Ignorant, Hireling, and Anti- 


chriſtian Prieſthood. And this would be 


no hard Matter to do, if you, whom I 
have to deal with, were Men. of Ingenuity 
and Conſcience ; of if true Reaſon, Learn- 


ing and Authority, that occaſionally you 
pretend to be guided by, would have any 
Influence upon you. But you are ſuch 
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harden'd Apoſtates, ſuch Lovers of Mam- 


may coſt me my Life for it. A Man may 
as well think of reclaiming a Picł- Pocket 


as of reforming a Miniſter of the Letter. 


Tho' the Reaſons and Arguments are as 


clear and ſtrong againſt the Craft of the 


one as againſt the Fraud of the other ; 
yet they are both ſo alike and incorrigible, 
that they'll go on in their ſinful Trade, till 
they come to the End of the Law, that is 
Charity. 

It will be an Objection with ſome, I am 
apprehenſive, againſt me, that T am ſome- 
times too ludicrous, and-apt oftner to jeſt 
than becomes me in a Controverſy of ſo 
ſerious and great Importance. To which 
J have only this Anſwer to make, that 
Elias himſelf anciently jeſted with Baal's 
Prieſts; and T don't remember to have 


read, that any wiſe Men, either of old or 


of late, found Fault with him for it. I 
ſuppoſe, the Worſhip, Opinions, and Idol 


of thoſe old Boobily Prieſis were fo ridi- | 


culous, abſurd and ſenſleſs, that the re- 
nowned Prophet and Prieſt of the moſt 
High God could not always keep a grave 
Temper and demure Countenance in the 
Talk and Converſation he had with them. 

So 


mon more than of God, and are ſuch im- 
placable Enemies to all who touch you in 
your Intereſts, that I don't know but it 
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So if I now and then break a 7e, on the 
Idolatrous Prieſts of this Age and Nation, 
it's becauſe their Opinions are ſo ridiculous, 
their Blunders on the Oracles of God fo 
groſs, and the Apocalyptical Beaſt, they 
have turn'd the Glory of God into, ſo ir- 
rational, that IT cant be always ſerious to 
ſee them ſo dull. I have been forming to 
my ſelf the worſt Conception I can of the 


old Idol, calld Baal, which thoſe fooliſh 


* Prieſts worſhipp d; but upon my Conſcience 


J cant make it more ſenſleſs than is the 


2 Apocalyptical Beaſt, which our blunderbuſs 


Miniſters of the Letter have changed the 
divine Logos of the Law into. The worſt 
that can be ſaid of old Baals old Prieſts, 
is, that they advanced a Calf or an Ox to 
divine Honours : But our Prieſts and Blun- 
derbuſſes of many Ages of the Church, 
have (O moſt horrible!) depreſsd the 
Wiſdom of God into a great Bull, which 
the old Whore of the Church of all Eu- 
rope for many Generations has been riding 
on from one Error to another, 


Sic © Europe niveum deloſs 
Credidit Tauro Latus. 


But by the Help of the moſt High Ill en- 
deavour to diſmount her, and ſacrifice her 
beloved Bull, and make a Spiritual _ 

3 0 


[6] 
of his Fleſh for the Entertainment of wiſe 


Men. 


Lacerare ferro, G- 
Frangere enitar modo multum amati 
| Cornua T aun. 


Another Objection that in all Proba- 
bility will be made againſt me is, that I 
give very {currilous and opprobrious Lan- 
guage, which is contrary to that Meekneſs 
of Wiſdom, that under the Goſpel we 
ought to inſtruct one another with. To. 
which I anſwer, | 

Firſt, And own, that ſcurrilous and op- 
probrious Language in religious Contro- 
verſies, is a very Shametul, Scandalous, 
and moſt Antichriſtian Sin and Practice; 
and our Hireling Prieſis, of ſeveral Deno- 
minations, who purſu2 one another with 
ſo much Envy and Malice ; and charge 
one another with Ignorance, Hereſy, Fraud, 
Lies, Falſifications, Prevarications, and 
downright Villany, are exceedingly to 
blame tor it. And this ſhameful Practice 
is not more ſinful and unchriſtian than it is 
ſooliſh and impolitick, and tends to the 
Ruin and Deſtruction of their whole Trade, 
Cicero has this Saying, Mirabile videtur. 
quod non rideat Haruſpex, cum Haruſpicem 


biderit; that is, It is wonderful that our 


Prieſts 
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Prieſts and Augurs don't ſmile when they 
meet one another, at the Thoughts of that 
Fraud they live by. And T dont doubt in- 
deed but the Gentile Prieſts in Ciceros 
Time, who had loſt that Princely, Prieſtly, 
and Prophetical Art of Divination, that 
their Anceſtors and other ancient Nations 
were renownd for, did laugh in their 
Sleeves, and ſometimes when they met to- 
gether over their Cyps, ſecretly make them- 
ſelves merry at their own Craft, and the 
Weakneſs of the People to be impoſed on 
by them. But then they certainly had 
more Wit than to expoſe themſelves to the 
Publick for Cheats and Impoſtors. For if 
they had ſo done, that wiſe and renown d 
People of Rome, who were devoted to the 
Art of Divination, would ſoon have turn d 
them a grazing, and converted their Sa- 
laries of perhaps Hundreds and Thoutands 
a Year, that they ſumptuoſly lived on, to 
a better and publick Uſe. But the Hireling 
Prieſts of our Age and Nation are ſuch 
fooliſh and impolitick Numskulls, that they 
not only laugh at one another in private, 
and, what's cuſtomary in the City and the 
two Univerſities, make themſelves merry 
over their Glaſſes, at the ſimple Sermon or 
Treatiſe of a weak Brother, but publickly 
expole one another from the Preſs, for 
pious Frauds, Prieſtcraft, Ignorance, Error, 


Hereſy, 
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Hereſy, Diſſinmilation, and Idolatry. And 
T wonder the good People of this Nation 
don't take the Alarm, and with-hold their 
Contributions, till the Clergy are better 
agreed about orthodox and ſound Doctrine; 
or forbear, till they are more ſure of the 
Way to the Heavenly Feruſalem, to pay 
ſuch blind Guides any more Conduct᷑-Mo- 
ney. Their Revenues and Stipends might 


be converted to good Uſes in this Time of 
Want and publick Debts ; and it is another 
Wonder to me that the Wiſdom of the Na- 


tion, who are often puzzled about Ways and 
Means to raiſe Money, have not hitherto 
thought of ſo juſt and obvious an Expedi- 


ent; for which nothing elſe can be faid, 


than that that ſtrange, unaccountable, and 
Horrible Thing, which the Prophet Feremy 
ſpeaks of, is come to paſs in our Land, 
Thet the Prieſts divine for Money, and 


profeſſedly. ſell falſe Doctrine, and the 


People love to have it ſo, But, 
Secondly, Suppoſing that I do give the 
Clergy ſcurrilous and opprobrious Lan- 
guage ; yet if thoſe good Chriſtians of the 
Laiety will be but pleaſed to overlook it 
for a while, I dare ſay, the Clergy can't 
find in their Hearts to reprimand me for it. 
For they are the Aggreſſors, and behind 
my Back have ſpoken fo ſlanderouſly of 
me, that in their Conſciences they can't 
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think I uſe them ill. If any Clergymen, 
eſpecially my Defamers, offer to reprove 


me for opprobrious Language, they muſt 
do it on this wiſe, and ſay, © You return 


< Railing for Railing. Tho' we have de- 
“ famed you to the laſt degree, yet like a 
“ good Chriſtian, you ought patiently to 


«© bear with us, and make no farcaſtical 
« Returns upon us. When we purſued 
« you under a viſible Diſtraction, out of 
* the Country, with our Defamations, we 
intended to have murder d your Repu- 
© tation for ever: And tho you are riſen 
again, contrary to our Hopes and Ex- 
e pectations, and may reaſonably be of- 
* fended at the Things we have ſaid of 
you; yet your Reſentments of the In- 
jury we have done you, are too ſharp. 
* Your Satyrical Replies look like Re- 


5 


A 


© venge. If you had altogether forgiven 


us, your Backbiters, and had dy d under 
* that Load of Infamy and Diſgrace we 
* laid on you, we ſhould have liked you 
© better. Tho' we have not had that Chri- 
* ſtian Charity for you, which we have for 
the worſt of our Profeſſion, whoſe hor- 
rid Crimes we cover, palliate, and ex- 
tenuate ; but have blazon'd your Weak- 
* neſles and Infirmities with all the Ag- 
gravations imaginable ; yet you might 
* have had more Mildneſs and F —_ 
| cc ne 


[ 44 ] 
«© neſs than to ſound ſuch a Trumpet 
« of our Anti-chriſtian Miniſtry to the 
« everlaſting Shame, Infamy, and Diſ- 
&« grace of our whole Order. This is all 
and the utmoſt of the Reproof that the 
_ Clergy can give me for foul Language. But 
this is a Topick, that in all probability will 
be more copiouſly handled to the Shame of 
the Clergy, when a more particular Infor- 
mation ot their Perſons and their Slanders 
is come to Hand. In the mean time, 
Thirdly, T don't at all give the Clergy 
ſcurrilous and opprobrious Language. For 
T have, as yet, given them no worſe 
Names and Words, than the Seriptures and 
Fathers of the Church furniſh me with, 
and will juſtify me in the Uſe of; out of 
whom it is eaſier to collect much worſe 
ſtill than better Language for Miniſters of 
the Letter. Our Saviour himſelf, his Apo- 
ſtles, and Origen, ſpeak of Men who for 
their Canine and Swiniſh Nature may me- 
taphorically be call'd Hogs and Dogs. And 
T aſſure you, Gentlemen of the Black Cloth, 
that I am not without Fears from certain 
Oblatrators, who like Dogs bark at me, 
and like Hogs feed upon the Husk of the 
Letter of the Law, leſt thoſe Pearls of 
Wiſdom, and-ſacred Morſels of the Apoca- 
Iyptical Beaſt facrificed, which I caſt before 
them for their Contemplation and Spiritual 
Refreſh- 


[ 65 ] 


” Refreſhment, ſhould have a different Effect 
3 upon them and provoke them with In- 
0 dignation to devour and deſtroy me. If I 
may not give the Clergy ſuch Language 
as I hitherto. have, it will be impoſſible for 
me to carry on the Controverſy, I have 
> undertaken, with them. Let any one look 
upon the Queſtions of Diſputation pro- 
2 poſed, and hell ſee that without calling 


I them Blocthead s, Baal Prieſts, Blind 
4Y Guides, Merchants of Babylon, 14 orſbip- 
* pers of the Beaſt, ber, of Antichriſt, 


8 


and the like, I can handle no Ae 


but muſt hold my Peace. 


The worſt Names that I have as yet gi- 
ven you, Sire, in the Opinion of the com- 


mon People, I believe are thoſe of the 


Black-Guards of Hell, and of Pluto's or 


3 the Denil's Livery- * * : But the Argu- 


ments. from Reaſon, and the Authorities 


from the Fathers are ſo plain againſt you 


Moe" 


in this Caſe, that I dare ſay you'll never 
expoſtulate this Point, if the People are 
not angry with me for it. And rather 
than they ſhould be angry with me for no- 
thing, I who have the Ley of Knowledge, 
will open the Bottomleſs Pit rug a, of 
Hell ; and let them behold their Blind 
Guides in a diſmal State of Blackneſs and 
Darkneſs ;. for I know you by your 
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then Dr. Bentley, and Biſho p Potter, the 
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and that you are no other than the Canine 
and IIl- natured Whelps of Cerberus, who 
will neither enter into the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven your ſelves, nor ſuffer others that 
would, to be entering into it. 
That which touches you, Sire, moſt to 


the quick, and which you would moſt 


heinouſly reſent if you knew how, is my 


calling you Dunces and Blockbeads ; in as 
much as all ſelf-conceited Coxcombs will | 
bear with any great Reflection on their 


Wills, rather than a ſmall one on their 
Underſtandings. But here too, Reaſon, 


the Fathers, your own groſs Blunders on 
the Scriptures, and fat Bulls that I am to 


ſacrifice, ſtare you ſo full in the Face, that 
you dare not be angry with me on this 
Score ; neither have you any other Way 
to prove your ſelves great Scholars, but by 
bearing a verbal Teſtimony in behalf of 
one anothers Learningl; juſt as Whores and 
Pickpocketzs vouch for the Honeſty and 
Chaſtity of each other. I confeſs indeed, 
if good Learning conſiſts in forming of 
Verbs, capping of Verſes, and in the affix- 
ing of inſignificant Accents on Greek Words, 


two 
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two Regius Profeſſors of our famous Uni- 


verſities, may be too hard for me: But if it 
cConſiſts in the Interpretation of Oracles, 


the unfolding of Parables, the opening of 


* Myfeeries, in Hieroghlyphiſm, Oneirocritiſm, 


Mythology, Tropology, Sciomancy, Chiro- 
mancy, Genthliaciſm, ; Fudicial . Aſtrology, 


and in all other Sorts of Divination (ex- 
= cept Necromancy) in which all Antiquity, 
as well Fers, Gentiles, as Chriſtians, placed 
true Wiſdom and Knowledge; then thoſe 


great DoFors muſt yield to me, and the 


7 Clergy in general take it patiently to be 


accounted the greateſt Blunderers that ever 
tumbled over old Authors, and the moſt 
egregious Blocłkbeads that ever, under the 


& Title of Prieſthood, lived by Plunder on 


the Labours of the Reſt of Mankind. _ 
But that you may not ſay, that with 


Spite I have pickd up only the worſt I 


could ſay of you, and have omitted thoſe 
Places in the Scriptures and the Fathers 
where you are honourably mention d, I 
will be ſo juſt to you as to tell you the beſt 
that at preſent I find written of you, and 
that is in Revel. Chap. xviii, v. 23, where 
you are called the M:gz»s; of Babylon, 
o £47e7 Th; ws now 0 Megyicmves ow, that 


| IS, The Venaders of the Letter were Men of 


high Stations, or ſtanders aloft in their 
Market-Places or Congregations, ſelling 
| K 2 their 
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their " Babyloniſh' Wares. T expect, Sirs, © 


your Compliments and Addreſſes of 7 
Thanks for the Diſcovery of this Title to 
Your Honour; which againſt all your Ene- 


mies, whether Gordanians, Tolandi r, Tyn- fy, 


dalians, or others; I will maintain to be- 


long to you. I have heard, how Prince 
Eugene, when in England, made Mr. 
M hiſton a great Preſent of Gold for fra- 
ming 0 a Lye, 1 Will not call it; becauſe he 
did in the Simphicity of his Heart and 

Underſtanding, but) a Chimie rical Notion 
to that Princes Honour out of the Reve- 
Iztions. And if che dignified Megiftans 
of this Church, who, as St, John tays, 
Revel, Ch. xviii. v. 3. are made rich with 
their ele drow Wares, ſhould take it into 
their Conſideration, and make me a much 
nobler Preſent for this Honour 1 have done 
them, where's the Harm of it? Neither 
do I know, Sire, of- à more honourable 
Mention of you any where, unleſs you 
may think that of Mymb. ch. xxiv. v. 17, 
where you are called Apyryvs Mf the 
ebief Guides of the Proteſtant Church: 


But becauſe of my Unskiltulneſs in the 


Greek Tongue, let the famous Origen, if 


you pleaſe, expound Arynovs for me, who 
all them Spirituales Nequitias adverſus 


quos nobis Luctamen eſt, that is, as well 3s 


lean conſtrue is Words, Spiritreal Wick- 
edneſſes 
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 ethieſſes in bigb Places of their Synagogues} 
Packers 


t#ith whom Origen, the ot ber 

555 m ſelf, have a 3 at this 
Day, and have it in our Commiſſion Se 
74 *. N yuan avrow;, to ſmite 
them with che Sword of the Spirit, = 
expoſe them to as much Contempt as we 

Wea einer aten 


— 


\ 


POET FS m 119 pi. « ' 1 
Now, Sire, in Return for this Honout 


ap dons you, I hope you i do ſo much 
or me at leaft, as to find me but a net 

Name or Title in the Oracles of God, ſu 

a8 1 ſhall value my ſelf for. If you wil 
be guided by the moſt celebrated Origen, 
you muſt make a King or a Prince of me; 
or, ſays he, as before cited, Vere Reges & 
vere Principes þabendi ſunt, qui poſſunt 
auferre Terram de Puteo, hog eft, amovere 


fuperficiem Literæ, & de interiore Petra, 


ubi Chriſtus eſt, ſpirituales ſenſus velut A- 
quam vivam proferre ; that is, they are 
truly Kings and Princes unto God, who can 
allegorize the Law, remove the ſuperficial 
Cruſt of the Letter, open a Well from the 
vel where Chriſt is, and draw 177 the 
PONG Waters of the Spirit for the People 
to drink of. Andi afſure you, Sirs, Ori- 
gen has poſitively dignified me with the 
Title of a Prince, for opening a Well of 
Vion, for the Refreſhment. of you and 
your Flocks with the Waters of Life: mw 


* 


4 8 


4 1 
U 


ledge and Sacrifice of your Apocalyptical 


ſuffer, if poſſible, any Thing that's good 


Cn 
if you diſdain to make a Prince of me, 
pray will you permit me, in the Opinion 
of Origen, to be a Prieſt of the moſt High 
God; tor, ſays he, as above, Pontifex eſt 

ui Scientiam Legis & uniuſcujuſque My- 
fern intelligit Rationes ; that is, ; is 4 
Prieſt unto God, 10bo underſiands the M- 
fleries contained within the Letter of the 
Law of Moſes. Whereupon, Sirs, till you 
know of a Man that underſtands more My- 
fleries, that is more expert at Evangelical 
Sacriſices, and at all Sorts of Divination ; 
I hope , youll give me Leave againſt al! 

our Reverences to put in for the Chief 
Prieftbood ; and particularly, for my Know- 


Beaſt, permit me to be honour d with the 
Title of the famous NIK N fo often men- 
tion d in the Revelations, and ſuffer it to be 
ſaid of me without Envy, 


Hic Victor, ſuperanſque Animis, Tau- 
roque ſuperbus. 


But as I queſtion whether you, Sire, 
who are diveſted of true Chriſtianity, will 


or great to be ſaid of me; to J only in- 
treat the Favour of you to make me nei- 
ther of theſe two Perſons following, the 
one is an Eccleſiaſtical Abettor of the late 


infamous 


[71] 
imfamous Sout h- Sea Company; that J be 
not pointed at for | | | 


Vendidit bic Auro Patriam — 


that is, for one who through Greedineſs of 
filthy Lucre betray d his Country for Gold, 
which in my own Opinion would be ma- 
king me one of the worſt Men that ever 
was drawn up Holbourn. The other is, that 
you make me not the Martyr Antipas, ſpo- 
ken of in the Revelations, cb. ii. v. 13. for 
I am not fond of Martyrdom. It is true, 
that by the Providence of God I fland 
alone in a Teſtimony for the Miniſtry of 
* the Spirit of the Law, like an Antipas 
2 againſt all the Miniſters of the Letter. And 
on the other Hand you have defamed me 
= as if the Devil was in you; but if you 
ſhould proceed to the Murder of me, you 
would make it as clear as the Light, that I 
am the true Antipas, and that Satan dwells 
amongſt you. | 9 
Once more, Sire, let me tell you that 
it is not for the Love of Strife, much leſs 
for the Sake of Revenge, that I com- 
mence this Controverſy with you, but 
purely to turn you from your Errors in the 
Wilderneſs, and put you into the god od 
Way that our Fathers, who came out of 
8 ERS? Spiritual 


L 327 
Spiritual Eg ypt, walk d in to the new Je- 


ruſalem, | 


o 


— * -_— -_ 
- 


— 


(Certus enim promiſit Apollo 


Ambiguam Tellure nova Salimina futuram.) 


And that is, by Viſion and Divination. La- 
Gantius ſays, (Div. Inſtit. L. iii. cap. 3.) 
Scientia non eft Diſputantis ſed Divinantis, 
that is, the Way to the Knowledge of God 
it not by Diſputation (ſuch as you Diſpu- 
ters of this World are famed for) but by 
Divination, an Opinion which all vene- 
table Antiquity held with him. And I, by 
the Gift of the Holy Gods, have ſuch a 
Talent at Divination of all Kinds, and the 


2 T2. 
4232 — 


of the Things of the Time paſt, preſent 
and to come. 7 | 

13 — 2 e 100 v 7 
Seer, ia xAcouuu mr TWworye Deg] cv 


I. have already given you a Specimen of my 
Abilities this Way (in the Old Apology for 
the Truth of Chriſtianity revived, other- 
wiſe called, The Parable of the People 
coming forth out f Egypt) with Reſpect 
to the three firſt Ages of the Church : 
And if you pleaſe, Sirs, to make Tryal of 
—_—_— — "IS 


Interpretation of Viſion, that I can write 
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my Talent, poſlibly you may find that 1 
can write of other Times alſo; for 


4 (Ipſe ſuas ; a * Munera letus cls 


2 aa hne mibi ——). +, 


At Divination, and. the: interpretation, of 
Dreams, and at the Muſick of the Evan- 


gelical Harp, and at ſinging the New Song 


3 of the Goſpel upon the Old Law, there s 


no Man like me. 


To Conclude. May it leaſt therefore 


= your Reverences, who are (Revel. ch. xix. 


v. 19.) the rexrdugns Ore ae, the black 
Armies of the Beaſt, to enter into this War 


43 of the Letter againſt the Spirit of the Law 


with me. For the Honour of your Miniſtry 
T think you are obliged to it. And I the 
more earneſtly i intreat you to it, becauſe 
I can't ſacrifice your Bulle, and interpret 
Oracles ſo well without, as with your Op- 


© poſition. If you pleaſe to oppoſe me, I 


promiſe you in the Name of the moſt High, 
that you ſhall behold open'd Viſions, like 
te? fo Stars for Brightneſs, falling from 


the Evangelical Heaven upon this Church 


and Nation; or if you like the Gratifica- 
tion of your Taſie more than Eyeſig bt, 
you ſhall behold choice Ænigmas, like ripe 
Figs for Sweetneſs, dropping irom the 
Tree of the Orales of God,” to . De- 

ght 


to throw a Two-pemny Pamphler ar me, 


out moving my Laughter as well as Indig- 


were Whithy, Whiſton, and Waterland, the 


which T believe they would with all their 


» 
e 
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f 
light of your Divine and Intellectual Pa- 
lates. But if you don't oppoſe me, you'll 7 


put me again to the Trouble (that the BY 


Country- Curate took againſt Ariſtobulus's 7 
two Letters) to eſpouſe your Quarrel and 
write againſt my ſelf ; which, if you put 
me upon t, I will do fo ſtrenuouſſy, that 
no dignified Prieſt of your whole Church 
ſhall be able to write better. —_ 
But to ſave me that Trouble, once again 
let me beg of your Smugſhipe, 


I — Ott mibi ſepe 
Bilem, ſepe Forum —— — 


Which J am perſuaded you can't do with- 8 


nation, and giving me Occaſion to break 
many a Jeſt on it. I ſay, a Two-penny | 
Pamphlet, for a Two-penny Pamphlet will 
hold all and more than all the Learning, 
without your cuſtomary Aberrations from 
the Text, you can diſcharge at me. Nay, 


renown'd Champions of the Age, and great 
Pretenders to the Fathers, to join Forces, 


Hearts, if they knew how, they could not 
muſter up an Army of Arguments, Rea- 
ID WW 2 ſons, 


[75] 


bons, and Authorities, that required a lar- 


ger Field of Paper to be ranged on. 
As for thoſe graceleſs and ſcoundrel 


prieſts of what Name ſoever, who have 
been induſtrious to ſpread their Scandal on 
me; I know by Divination, that they are 


no more able learnedly to attack me, than 


are Tinkers and Chimney-Sweepers.. - But 
there is one Thing that I may reaſonably 
regqueſt at their Hands, and that is, that 
they will faithfully publiſh the ill Reports 
they haye ſpread of me, without any Mu- 
tilations or Curtailings, that I may have an 
Opportunity to vindicate my ſelf and 
= make Replies to them. If they have had 


the Impudence to ſay any Thing like this, 


That I am a Shame and Diſgrace to the 
Univerſity, the Prieſthood, and my Na- 
tive Town of Northampton, let them ſtand. 
= tot, or think of making me publick Sa- 
= tisfaction. 
either Pride or Vanity, has all on a ſud- 
den taken me; and I am reſolved to be 
= acknowledged the Glory of the Univer- 
ſity, the Ornament of the Prieſthood, and 


A ſtrange Humour, without 


an Honour to my Country, without Rival 
or Equal, for good Learning ; or will dye 
and ſuffer by the Hands of the Clergy for 
the Shame of them. The moſt ignomini- 
ous and painful Death is more eligible than 
an inglorious Life. And if 1 cant re- 
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[1.766] | 
triebe a Reputation amongſt Men, and get Fn 
the Victory of the Clergy, whilſt living, T 
will--paſs” thro” the Pains and Shame of 
Death, and then I am ſure to triumph and 


reign over them. I am before-hand with 


the Clergy of this Kingdom, and above à 


Veat” ſince publiſh'd them for a Diſhonour 
to their Country, 2 Scandal to the Church 


of all Apes, and a Shame to the Prieſthood 


of all wiſe Nations (tor they all know the 
Author of thoſe two Letters to Dr. Bennet) 


and if they had not been conſcious that 1 


did not in the leaſt injure them, they 
would have made me to have felt the 
Weight” of their Reſentments before now. 
Another Thing that I requeſt of mine Ad- 


verſary, if any write againſt me is, that 


whatever learned or defamatory Treatiſe he 


apr he remember to ſet his Name to 


; that I may ſee the Man and the Hand 
which ſmites me. For a Pamphlet againſt 
me witliout the Name of its Author, 
would be a Piece of Cowardice, and like 
coming upon the Back of a Man to ſtrike 
him, whom he durſt not look in the Eace 
of. And tho 1 do fight with the 7wo-edped 
Sword of the Spirit, that will cut — f 
wards and forwards, yet the Eyes of my 
Backſide are not fo open d but that I may 
miſs oP _" 


I intend, 
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= 'Tintend, Sirs, by God's Leave to be the 
Founder of a new Sect, or properly ſpeak- 
ing, in the Opinion of Origen, the Ban- 
dds, King of another Nation, call d Anijg- 
= matiſts,or Harpers harping with their Harps. 
And, whether the Miniſters of the Letter 
be willing or not, I and my People will de- 


part out of Babylon, and build for our ſelves 


4 the City of Chryſopolis in the ſublime Re- 


gion of Olympus, to dwell in. And as all 
great Kings, Founders of Nations, and 
Authors of Seas in Religion, have had 
their Lives written; ſo I permit any Hire- 
ling Prieft to take this Honour to himſelf, 
to be my Biographer, and write the Hiſtory 
of my Life. It is moſt uſual indeed for 
ſome of the Diſciples of a great Philoſo- 
pher to write the Life of their admired Ma- 


2 { ſter : But in this Caſe we may behold ma- 
= ny a Monkey of a Theologiſt, to look like 
a Wiſe and Learned Man through that falſe 


Glaſs of profuſe Encomiums he is repre- 


A ſented" in. Therefore I chuſe rather that 
an Enemy and Miniſter of the Letter do 


write my Life, that the worſt, he can, 
may be ſaid of me. And I cant, for my 
Life, diſſemble the Cunning and Political 
Reaſon (for I have been always a ſubtle 
Fellow) why I deſire ſome Miniſter of the 
Letter to be my Biographer, and that is, 
becauſe he will be fure to mix much of _ 
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Gall of Bitterneſs with tl POR which will 
make my. Diſciples to love me the better, 
and all honeſt Men to reſpect me the more, 
for that wiltully malicious repreſentation 
he'll make of me. | 
I have as yet but few Diſciples call'd 
Fnigmatiſts, or.Divine: Harpers, not one 


| Minifter of the Letter amongſt us; for 


ſuch a one would be, as the Proverb fays, 
Aſinus ad Lyram, and we care not for ha- 
ving any ſuch Aſſes of our Society. But 
I dont doubt, by that time I have pub- 
liw'd a few more Pamphlets, but to = *, 
many . Thouſand Followers (as the Re- 
nown'd Orpheus of old had) out of your, 
Spiritual Wilderneſs, with Marge in their. 

Hands, as St. Jobn ſpeaks, p playing and 

ing the new Song of the Goſpel to the, ® 
41 Tune of the Law of Moſes ; and with: 
Joy triumphing over the Beg 2 and his Ar- 
mies, that I ( like another Hercules ) ſhall. 
ſlay, ſacrifice, and conquer. 

Thoſe few Diſciples which I at 1 
have, are very importunate with me to 
have my Picture drawn aſter the Mode of 
the Reverences and Right Reverences of the 
Church of England, and of the other Sir 
Reverences of the Diſſenters; but I will 
not humour them 1n that Vanity. For no- 
thing will ſerve their turn, but that I muſt 
be painted with a Crown of the pureſt 
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[ 79 ] 
Gold of Divine Wiſdom on my Head, 4- 
dorn'd with a vaſt Number of the precious 
Stones and Pearls of the Myſteries of God's 


Law. Inſtead of the Black Gown of a 


Miniſter of the Letter, which is Pluto's 
Livery ; or of the Scarlet Robes of a Do- 
ctor in Divinity, which are the Whore of 
Babylon's Badge ; they would have me 


4 drawn, D Anwuor £&y 8MACETICN Ng - 


pal Ti, rei ec, cloathed with the 
white, light, and ſhining Garments of the 
Spirit of Prophecy. 5 2 : 
It is not agreed as yet among my Diſci- 
ples, in what ſtately Poſture to have me 
drawn, whether ſeated on a Throne of 


Power and Glory, like a King ; or riding 


on the Apocalyptical White Horſe, with 
the two-edged Sword of the Spirit in my 
Hand, like a Caprain-General ; or placed 
in a Triumphal Chariot of Gold, of Light, 
and of Fire, drawn by the Apocalyptical 
Four Horſes, like an Illuſtrious Hero and 

great Conqueror. | 
But as Mr. Whiſton's Vanity of a miſap- 
plied Paſſage out of the Apoſtolical Conſti- 
tut ions at his Picture, puts it into the Heads 
of my Diſciples; ſo they will have mine 
too to ſhine with a Subter Decoration of 
ſome Citations out of the Fathers to my 
Honour. But alas, they are here too at 
a Diſagreement among themſelves, what 
and how many Citations of the 3 
um- 


z 


[ 8o ] 


of which Father to have them made choice 
of. Some ſaid, that, if they were taken 
out of Origen, the Miniſters of the Letter 
would take an occaſion to report, that 
none of. the Fathers, but that whimſical 


Allegoriſt Origen, ftavourd the Cauſe of 


this Ecſtatick Dreamer of Dreams Others 
on the contrary ſaid, that if the Citations 
were taken out of any of the other Fathers, 
it would be an Injury done to the Honour of 
Origen, the moſt Renown'd and Celebra- 
ted Doctor of the whole Church. There- 
fore to determine this Difficulty among my 
Diſciples, they agreed to go to Delppbos, 
and conſult the Oracle of Apollo in the Cale, 
who gave them this Anſwer : *© That inſtead 
* ofoneor moreCitations out of the Fathers, 
<« as a ſubter Decoration to my Picture, they 
« ſhould take care that all the Apoſtles, 
« Prophets, Ante- Nicene Fathers, ancient 
% Philoſophers, Poets, Mythologiſts, Onei- 
* rocrites, Augurs and Soothſayers, with 
© their Works, be painted round about 
me, as ſo many Favourers and Abetters 
of my Cauſe: For I underſtood them 
« well, always repreſented their Opinions 
* rightly, and am not be accuſed ( like 
« Whitby, M hiſton, Vaterland, and others) 
of Perverſion of their Senſe, or of Pre- 
* varication in the Uſe of them. And be- 

Cauſe they were ſo fond of a Subter-Deco- 
5 2 


Number that are for my Purpoſe, and out 
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ee ration at the Foot of my Picture, they 
« ſhould there inſcribe ſome of thoſe ho- 
F< norary Titles, that Himſelf and the Holy 
* Gods of all wiſe Ages and Nations had 
I been pleaſed to dignify me with; as 
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have not, Sirs, a good Lexicon by me 
to give the Engliſh of theſe honourable Ti- 
tles, neither have I an Index Rerum & Vo- 
cabulorum of the Oracles of God, and other 
old Authors to refer you nicely to the 
= Chapter and Verſe, where theſe Titles of 
Honour are conferr'd on me. But if you, 
= Merry Greeks, will be pleaſed to tranſlate 
them for the Uſe of the Populace, you'll do 
them an acceptable Service, and your ſelves 


n an Honour for your Skill in the Greek Lan- 
S BF guage beyond me. : 
<4 I have told you, Sirs, this Tale of the 
) bim of my Diſciples about my Picture 


for your Diverſion. I did not know but 
| that the former Part of this Diſcourſe 
might poſſibly put you into ſome Panick 

M Fears, 


1 | 

Fears, leaſt Moſes and Elias, one or bath of 
the Witneſſes of the Holy Jeſus (ſpoken 
of in Revelations, Ch. xi.) might be re- 
. turging to Life again, to ſmite the au 7 
vn Letter, and the Miniſters of it with a 
Curſe; or leaſt the Spirit of Prophecy 
ſhould re-enter the Law of Moſes, and the 
Writings of the Prophets (whom you have 
killed with the Letter) to the Ruin and 
Abolition of your execrable Trade. For | 
the Spirit of Prophecy is the Teflimony f 
the Holy Feſus ; neither is it poſſible any 
other Way (notwithſtanding the innume- 
rable Volumes of bulky and unintelligible 7? 
 Gibberiſh of theſe laſt Ages to that Pur- 7 
| Poſe) to prove Teſus to be the Meſſiab, but 
by ſhewing hoy he fulfills the Types and Fi. 
gures under the Lay in all Points. Therefore, 
I fay, that your Hearts might not be over- 7 
much caſt down with the aforeſaid Appre- 
henſions, I told you this odd Story of my = 
1 Diſciples for your Recreation; and I dont 
1 44.98 doubt but over a Bottle you'll make many 
i pleaſant and comical Deſcants on it. 15 
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If you, Sirs, ſhould think this Story 
aforeſaid about my Picture to be a mere 
Fiction of my own, let me beg of your 
Reverences nat. to tell the People ſo; for 
1 wqauld not have my Veracity call d in 
Queſtion about it, much leſs would I be 
bound, for ever ſo little, to produce my 
Diſeiples to youch for the Truth of * 
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But if you think me unworthy of ſuch 
a Picture to my Honour, you may, if you 
pleaſe, ridicule my Diſciples for the Va- 
nity of it: But let me requeſt of you, in 
our Sarcaſms and Satirs againſt them, to 
foare me; for Apollo himſelf, and all the 
Gods of the Univerſe will bear me Witnels, 
that I was not ambitious of being ſuch a 
great and illuſtrious Hero. 
Moreover, if you know of any other 
Figure (inſtead of the aforefaid) that's 


more proper to repreſent me by, a Figure 
more to my Humiliation and Mortificati- 
on; and will be pleaſed to let me know it, 


youll as much oblige me as if you paſs d 
the greateſt Compliments and Encomiums 
upon me. | 


Thus, Meffeurs Miniſters of the Letter; 


have I finiſhd my kind Preſent as well as 
bold Challenge to you, which J have taken 
ſomewhat the more Pains about, to make 
it worthy of your Acceptance. As I have 
been pretty much the Subject of your and 
other Folks Talk ſince F came to London, 
ſo Iam minded now to keep your Tongues 
& wagging about me as long as I live; and 


if ſuch Diſcourſes as this will do it, will 
increaſe the Report of me, and queſtion 
not but acquire, what St. John ſpeaks of, 
Povinu WEYeAlw er pee am mon, great and 
immortal Fame on the Evangelical, Hea- 
venly and Great Day. 

M 2 But 


— — —— a 
—— GC N 8 , 1 
p —_- » — * * - — — —— — 
— 9 = 
» = 


— 5 * g 
e - — wy * 7 = > 
l ee Gr = 2 K+ IF. TIE OE 2 = - 
by I . = +> 1 8 1 wa — — — : as — ñ » 


* NR 
K „ TS... ͤ«% „ & 
4 E 4 "wa. - vp " — _ "IN . * * 7 — 1 we - * 
= T9 pe # — ** 2 "4 — < 
l 2 . IS W N ' y 


—— 
5 —— 


W 


- - 1 
_ 1 2 ww r 
— wo 404 
— CE 
— "ks Fe * 1 — 75 2 5 N 
Hort nn 2 E 
: 7 
„ ( 3 3 


py 5,9 4%" = C 
” A - | ON gd 
5 A 1 _ by * be 
« FR" a - — D x 5 A. 
7 — aa c * - þ- 5 * * p ** > #- * * r <a = — — — 2 PID — — 
tr * ; 2 ate be - 2 es e. - p — 1 2 — — . — k — — —— — 
"IE 3 | 6 0 - . — , 8 1 4 5 - WY 8 —— — — . - . — — — — — 0 
_—_—_— 4 — 22 8 * r * x * + _*. 5 7 2 * , 0 : of Ku : — — 7 2 * 3 * 2 S-.. 7 L * + A 2 10 — — rp 
TY 8 * py "4 — 2 — 14 — af 2 s ntl _ 5 1 5 = 2 Mg * 
1 , ne F _ — ed 7 Sn. r K K 5 3 - J — oy D % 2 . * x 2. 2 . 
g b 4 — . 2 a — 24 * S is Mk ju PR 24 1 n Bog a „ af ws Sages 4 Ty pr ? 8 N * 
— . — 1 — = j a * * a — 
p n R 7 * 9 2 N n N m 


the Diſhonour and Diſreputation of, 


England, as to think more worthily of the | 


But there is one Thing that T demand, | 

in Juſtice, of your Letterſbips, and 1 ap- | 4 
peal to the reſt of Mankind, whether i it 

be any other than a Piece of Juſtice that 1 A 
demand of you, and that is, till you have L 
publiſhed Confutations of my Writings, £ 
and laid my Pen dormant, you no more 
open your Mouths among the Populace to 


Moft Literate Sire, 


' Your old Friend, 
And 
Inſtructor in Divine Wiſdom, 
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P. S. I have not in the foregoing vic: | 
courſe made any particular mention of the | 
mercenary Preachers among the Diſſenters; 
from whence they and their Congragations th J 
may poſſibly imagine that I have a better 
Opinion of their Miniſiry. But I aſſure | 
them, that I am not ſo fallen out with my 
old Friends, the Clergy of the Church of 


Hireling Teachers, properly calld the 
Tongue- Pads of our Separatiſts, of what | 
Denomination ſoever; whom I know to be 
the 


wy 


1 
the very Scum of the Apoſtacy, and the laſt 
Dregs of Anti- Chriſtianiſin. 
Tho our Hireling Diſſenting Teachers 
ſometimes make their Boaſts of Praying 
and Preaching by the Spirit ; yet, without 


Contradiction, they muſt own themſelves 


Miniſters of the Letter of the Law and the 
Prophets, as well as the Prieſts of the 
Church of England : And generally in 
their Sermons and Commentaries on the. 
Scriptures are ſo far from making ſuch 


ſmooth Work as do the Doctors of the 


Eſtabliſh'd Church, that they are no more 
to be compared to them than downright 
Dirt-Daubers are to Sign-Poſi- Painters. 

And beſides their Miniſtry 7 the Letter 
in common with the Clergy of the Church 
of England, which is the grand Mark of 
Anti-Chriſtianiſm, they hold ſome darling 
and peculiar Opinions, ſo Irrational, Beaſtly 
and Apoſtatical, that my Stomach is always 
turn d at the Thoughts of them, and with- 
out Horror I can never ſpeak of them. 

T have, be it known unto them alſo, the 
Philoſopher s Stone, the Touchſtone of Truth 
and Error, by which J can diſtinguiſh the 
Religions of the ſeveral Sects and Ages of 


, Chriſtianity, and exactly tell the Goodneſs 


and Badneſs of every one of them ; as, 
which are of Gold, of Silver, of Braſs, of 


Lon, or of Clay; but I don't know of any 


Age or Sect of Religion, whoſe 
ples 
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ples are of a baſer Meta add Allay than 


theirs are. _ BE at 
But however, tho' the Diſſenting Teach- 
ers may reaſonably think themſelves con- 
cluded under the Challenge above, yet 1 
am not willing, both for my own and their 
Safety, to be engaged in this Controverſy 
with any of them. "I 
For my own Safety, I fay ; for I, ha- 


ving the Key of Knowledge, ſhould be 


obliged to lay open ſome of their moſt * 
abſurd and Anti-Chriſtian Principles, which 
would, I fear, move their Indignatiton zz 


Without much Parly to deſtroy me: So 


that, unleſs their Superiors will be bound 


for their good Behaviour towards me, I 


dare not meddle with them. For I had 


much rather fall into the Hands of Tantivy 
High-Churchmen, Men of ſome Bowels, 


who are riding Poſt to the Church of Rome 
for ſome ridiculous and nonſenſical Errors 
of that old Whore, than of our rm 


Preachers, whoſe Mercies are always cruel, 
and who value themſelves for their greater 


Purity and Diſtance from the foreſaid Adul- 
terous old Woman. 

But for their own Safety alſo, I deſire 
not to engage with modern Non Con 
Preachers in this Controverſy; for ſhonld 
they bring forth any Thing that's learned 
againſt me, I ſhould go near to have them 
calld into Queſtion, how they came by a 
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And if they ſhould happen to be convicted 
of either Witchcraft or Theft, they know 
by the Laws of the Land how it is to fare 
with them. 


Let me therefore beg of our Diſſenting 
Reverences ; for they, forſooth ! of late 
Years call themſelves Reverences, as well 
the Clergy of the Church of England 
Like as the Horſe-Turds that ſwam with 
the Apples in the Fable, would, for Com- 
pany ſake, ſay of themſelves, We Apples: 
So becauſe our Good Biſhops and many 
other dignified Prieſts condeſcend, upon 
certain Occaſions of late, to ſwim down 
the Stream of the Times together with 
Nen-Con Preachers, they truly, like the 
Horſe-Turds, will needs be exalted to the 
Title of Reverences along with them. But, 
to indulge them in their new aſſumed Title 
of Reverences, I beſeech them to be quiet, 
and leave the Management of this War 
and Controverſy to their Betters, the Bi- 
ſhops, the Deans, the Archdeacons, the 
Prebendaries, and the Doctors of the 
Church, who have the Honour to know 
me, and more or leſs to be acquainted 
with me. If theſe are not of Learning 
and Strength ſufficient to deal with me; 
then they, if they find themſelves more 
able, ſhall with all my Heart take up the 
Cudgels and eſpouſe their Quarrel. 
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In the mean time, if they, who are ne- 


ver like to give me any Trouble with their 


Pens, will be pleaſed to be quiet; I per- 
mit them, with their uſual Arts of Diſſi- 
mulation, to make what Excuſe for their 
Silence they think fit among the Brother- 
hood; they may, if they pleaſe, tell them, 
that out of the Writings of their honoured 
Fohn Calvin, John Owen, Richard Baxter 
and Hugb Peters, they could with all the Fa- 


cility they are able, confute and confound 


this whimſical Origeniſt; and 2 all the 


Apoſtles, Prophets, and Fathers of the 


Church, prove, what with Confidence 
enough they have often aſſerted, that they 


are ſtill God's Choſen and Peculiar People, 


THE END. 


